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| One of the con» F 

trary unto the 7 

law; for the clea- *' 

Generall, apper- } reruaderſtiding 
taining to allthe | whereof, verſ. 3. 
verſes, me- | members of the | ioyned. in the 


| | Theſe: fixe 


% 'ceffirily in | Church, decla- | ſame fentence 
 ſerted ot. | red by two fa- 1 withthe Law, 
EY the former, j miliar argy- | 
[4 'containe a | ments, The other of a 
;perpetuall 1militude,wher- 
| Jaw touch- in as in a glaſle, 
| ing the go- wee may (ce the 
.vernement truth & neceſſi+ 
of Chriftes ty of this law, 
EN church: the | taken from the 
"e continuall naturall diſpoſi- 
*, keeping | tion of the þo- 
| whereof, as dy,verſ.4.5, 
| itis the (af- 
be. tie of the ( 2. DoQors, ; 
Yo | body,ſfothe | r. aogoee: agintheend 
: 8 Wy ; breach ofit{ Or ſpe- e di poſers of the I, Yo 
w_— "Is the de- | ci of the word | 
_- —{truftion & ſecrets of \ 2. Paſtors, 
bg. ' therof. The y 0 | God, whom | as in the be- 
+ ſame is ei-| p . 4 hee divideth Finning of 
-ther / cither into e8.verſl. 


2.. Officers, { Deacons, 
occupied a- | Rulers. 
bout other 

neceſlary b 
duties, divi- | Atteders on + 
| ded into |{ the poore» 


'N interpretation of ObjeQion anſwered, 2d 
the beginning or en® ordaine I in all Chur- 
trance. pag. 2. | ches. 1, Cor, 7. there- 
Wiſedom and.difcretion ' fore every one. muſt 
obraineth credit , and ay ie,ngne break it, 
avoydeth ſaſpition. p.z ibid. 
Engliſh Miniſters muſt He wiſheth for this law. 
imitate it,either volun- p.I4. IO 
earily or by compulſion Th'want is the cauſe ob 
p.4- | | all diſorder and evils 
The migiſtery is a grace, inthe land. p. 16- 
P.5. es The contrary to the law 
It muſt not be abuſed: ispride,ambition,p.16 
this water muft not be Braſen wall, ibid. 
ſtopped. p.5s Ambition hurteth -both 


' The perſons commanded the common-wealth & 


allo : generally, p.3. the Church, ibid, 
Magiſtrate, people, Mini- It is the cauſe of difcord' 
ſer, muſt comeunderit in the Church, p.17 
to approue their con- Diotrephes. p.13, 
ſciences, and ſtop the James & Iohn moue their 
adverſaries mouth, p. mother p.20 

| | Preach to add a{flition, 


. 9, 
The. Law and rwo appli- Ibid, 


cations, P-9. 10. It hurteth the common- 
The expoſition and ex- . wealth, p.r8 
- callency), worthineſſe Hiſtories divine, Moſes, 
and profit proved out Toſua. - - 
of the the 3, of Num- Humane in England, ibid 
bers. . —© p-10 Exhort to mortifietbem, 

Cod not onely did inſti- ibid, 
tute,it, burpyniſhed the Exhort Magiſtrates to 
breakers, as Azarich, root outevill, & to 6- 
Vz,74,Corgh, p.zt Rfiabliſhthe law, 20.2r 
It ſerueth under the Gof- As the Lord hath dealt, 
pell,r. Cor,y, Pe T3 &c.the cxpolition, 21k 
A The 
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Tie abuſe tendeth to the niſtery of theſe, we.an 
.. - Kurtof the body, itis ledtotbe unity of faith 
ſhewedin the naturall to hauetryall, rule, 20g 


4 \ ; body. 23: vernment.,;for and inf: 

| . At! is applied to our Chriſt, not by Pope,ſþ 
LF __ Church. 23 Archb.or Biſh. 32.385 
+ Jgoorant miniſters diſ- Appeal te their honors.zg 
8 F honour God. - 28 Proteſtation of the Au-,., 
s +Diſcredit the Goſpel,co. thor,andin the name of” 
'Þ  firtn-adverſaries,incou- the god!y brethren, of 

.. Tage rebels. © 29 their loue towards her;, 


7 [All Magiſtrates mnft look Maieſty, 
| to it, & miniſters. ibid; Every member mnſt ſerue 

The ſimilitude coraining other... 36;. 
fower.x.Cor,12.p.26 There muſt bee loue to. 

- Firſt 5ule:many members, perfermeduties.. ibid - 
| IX.,Cor.r2.what a mem- To approue:. and {like one; 

= ber'is, how named, no. . of another. ry 37, 

| - thing wanteth, 26 The maimes of our Ch : 

| A__- to the, Church -- great, and no man la-- 

 whickwanteth hermem- menteth them. © 38) 

® | bers: every parricular A fpeciall.law . pertaining 
We -* _ hath but 2 members, the tro ſome. 39 

k 0 paſtor & the ſheep. ibid. The rule :knoweo.. . ibid; 


| Shee hath roo much by Perpetuall and notto be 
Arch B. Lord B. asis . broken. 4% 

' noweſpied. | 20'A commaundement toi. 
. Two rales: diſtinftion of keep them.  tbid 
"2 __ }. 30: They are given of Ged,, 
Ob, Anſ.in perſon diſtin- Eph.4.r. 47 
[4 - guiſhed, applied & ſhe- Graces fx. Every calling; 
nn ; wed in our Church, de- giuen +1 mnft haue a! 
iF | bredtobereformed,zo 2 nates } grace, ibid. 
' Rule one head, union: he concer \ 2. The gifts are 

_ the vine, the cauſe of u- ning the graces of 
' giop, Chriſt,by the mi» them, . { God. ; , 
ROME | [0s 
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ar. jon of faith whar Shewer of mercy what, 
T1SSD oportion of faith whar Shewer of mercy what,s 
th | =_ 64+ 42 Many dy & perith forlac 
20a Prophet,what 44 of thele offices.p. gs. 


29 ffice,how taken. ibid Good ſtatutes ina@ed, but 
PO Doctor; what. ibid. becauſe they are beſides 
3IFT he proofe of every part the word they doe as 
T3 Þ F : good.p.56. | 
\U-.Ganonicall Scriptures on- Want of all theſe , the 
of”, ly to bee read in the canſe of all ey:ls.p.5 7. 
of Ghurch. - ibid: The fruit of this govern. 
her, a Dofour muſt teach men, ibid. 
35 4 purely & continually to Encmies to. the realme,to 
1; en Scholl. 45 comin weakh, 6kd 
35} Hbie&is concerning the Secret deviſcs againſt all 
0.8 Doors office,. 46. ood, might bee caſily 
did! The anſwer ibid. known, 58 
ne Paſtor, what, P-47- Prodigal! maintainers of 
37; Of all the parts, 43 pop iſh honor, p.58. 
-N4 Note the wilcdame and Preyented conſpiracies, 
las mercy of God,p.50. | Jo 
38) Theſe gifts given iN the Good lawes ſhould bee 
ng + day of Chrifts corona- kepr. ibid. 


39 tion, ibid. Paſtors, Doftors more 
did| Dexcon whar,&the proof fryittully diſcharging 
be P51 their duties, ibid, 
—_— what, P-53- Their duties, 60 - 
Then muſt be obeyed, p. Reaſons to prone thatthe 
bid) jþid offices appoyntedinths 
.d,, T hey are neccflary. ibid, Piimitive Church are- 
47 To prevent offences, ibid. perpetuall, ibid 


Ing| Ditterence between the They are ſufficient, 6x 
 2{ Elder, and the deacon. 54, The concluſion 62 
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verſ.4. . Foy as We haue many members i : 


0 R T ſay through the grace Whit 
is ginen unto me,to ery one thi 
is among you, that no man preſume 
nderſtand aboue that Which is meet F 
wnder/tand; but that he underſland. ay, 
 80rding to ſobriety,as God hath dealt to. 
 everjman the meaſure of faith. | 


one boay,and all members haue not 0z 

= = = 
verſ.4. Se we being many are one body i 
. Chriſt,and every one,one anothers. 
ver{.6. Seeing then that Wee haue gift 

' thatare divers, according to the grad . 

* that is given unto us, Whether Wee haul 
' propheſie,let us propheſie according to thi 
proportion of faith. | 
werl.7. Or an office : let us Wait on the of 
fice : or he that teacheth on teaching. © 
yerſ.8. Or he that exhorteth on exhortatii 
. en: he that diſtributeth , let him doe i 
with ſamplicity : he that ruleth With diz 

ligence : hee that shewerh mercie, With 

þ ulneſſe. a 
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- Tolut Romans, 
' %.334,5,0,7,8. | 
> Heſe ſixe yerſes, neceſſarily 
inferred of the former,con- 
/J taine a perpetuall law rou- 
I? ching the goyernment of 
1 Chriits Chuzch : the con- 
tinuall keeping whereof, as 


* ſo thebreach of it is the deſtruction. thereof: 
The ſame is either generall, appertaining to 
all the members of che Church, declared by 
ewo familiar argumen:s. One, cf the contrary 
unto the law, for the clearer underſtanding 
_ thereof, verſ. 3. ioyned in the ſame ſentence 
with the law. The other of a (imilitude , 
wherein, as In aglaſle, we ray ſce the truth 
 ..__ and neceſhity of this law, taken from the na- 
+;4 Eurall diſpolition of the body, verſ. 4:5. Or 
.; 1 is ſpeciall,vdelonging onely to the publicke 
Hu perſons : thar is, to Prophets, the diſpoſers 
1/4 of the word and ſecrets of God; whom hee 
;h divideth eitherinto Doctors; as in the Jatver 
end of the 7.verſ. Paſtors.as inthe beginning 
of the $. verſ, and officers occupied abouc 
githe; neceflary Quties, divided into Deacons, 
| B Rulers, 
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Rulers, Attenders on the poore. 


This generall law thus inferred neceſfarily ] 


upon the former exhortation, as a moſt rea ! 


dy way, and ordinary ' meane whereby to! 
haue certaine experience and triall what the | 


good, acceptable,and perfect will of God is, 


. 


cteacheth the duty and way of all Chriſtians, 


Wherein they ought to walke continually. 


Without wearineſle : the giver whereof is no 


man but God. For albeit Paul writ theſe 


words and this Epiſtle to the Chriſtian Saints 


. at Rome, yet he was but onely the pen-man 


of the Lords indiremenr,or(as Moſes was)the 


writer of the Lords law and commandes» - 


ment. For he ſaith not, I by mine owne au- 
thority,or by any giftand grace in me : but, 7 


fay, Through the grace that is given to me;mea- 


ning (no doubt) that grace of his Apoſtoli- 


call authority,which he,being a blaſphemer,, 


had received of God, topubliſh by word & 


Writing, his will and counſell to the Gentils,, 


that their faithand religion might not bee 
grounded and builded upon the weake ſand 
of human traditions, but upon the comman=- 


 dement of Chriſt,the ſtrong rocke and ever. 


lafting foundation. VVhere it is ſayd, fa) > 
It is all one in effect as if he ſhould ſay, I 
command. For this verbe Lego in Greeke, as 


allo the Hebrew verbe equiyalent to the 
fame,cſpecially being ioyned to the Infinitiue 


Mood without an article, is often uſed in that 
ſence,importing not a bare ſaying or affirma- 
tion, but (as here of neceſlitie it muſt,ſeeing 


{he Apoſile ſheweth not whas hath been, 15, || 
Qz ,- 
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' 4 or ſhall be, but what ought ta be) a flat law | 


and commandement. So that for a more 
plaine demonſtration of the truth, it may be 


| thus expounded and reſolyed : For I Paul, by 


the authoritie of my Apoſtleſhip, being a 
ſingular grace received by the free gift of 
God,giuc unto every one of you this generall 
law,in the name of him whoſe Apoſtle I am, 
inviolably and perpetually to be kept, eyen 
to the comming ot Chritt. 
Thus the Apoſtle maketh his entrance un- 


ro the Law with great wifedome and ſ{ingu- 


Iar diſcretion : for in that hee ſheweth his 
Law not to proceed from himſelfe; or any 
Other mortall man, but onely from the Lord 
of hoſts, whoſe Apoſtle he yyas : it doth not 
onely purchaſe great reverence and credit 
unto it, but allo removeth all iuſt occaſion 
of enyie,whereof he might haue been ſuſpe- 
Cted; and of uſurped authoritie, wherewith 


, theenemues of the Goſpell might haue char- 


ged him,it he ſhould not this haue done;but 
now conſidering this law is his, yyho onely 
is the law-giuer, vyhich is able to ſaue and 
deſtroy, no man can inſtly contemne it, or 
think it of {mall importance. Alſo ſeeing the 
miniſter hereof yyas called and commanded 
of this law-giver to yvrite and preach it, no 
man can ſafely enyie and contemne him, or 
ſuſpett him arrogantly to haue uſurped any 
unlawtull authority oyer the Romans or the 
Church of God. Now then if Pz4/,vvho yvas 
not 1n any ſpirituall gift neceflary for his cat- 


 ling,inferiour ro the chicfe Apoltles,thoughs 
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it.a neceſſary poynt of whviſedome and Chit F 


ſian duty both in reſpe& of himfelfe and of !- 
the Curch, here and elfe-where, plainly ro _ 


_ declare,as well vyho vyas the law-giver, as 


the authour of his function and Apoſtleſhip3 


how much more neceſlarie (deere brethren) 


oughtyourto think it is for the miniſters in 
our time, whoſe gifts in copariſon of Pauls are 
yeric few and ſmall,to Iet ns ſee, both the 
authour of their doctrine and lawes,and alſo - 
of their peculiar function ? For if they com- 
mand us any thing, hauing not received ig 


from the Law-giver,by whoſe fpirit we muſt 


live in all obedience of his will, why ſhould 
we obey? Nay,why may we not caſt it from 
us as a vaine and fond tradition of man? As 
Saine , if they cannot ſthew us the author 
of their miniſtery,and the grace they haue re- 
ceived for the godly & acceptable diſcharge 
thereof : why may we not luſtly judge them 
to be cither proud uſurpers of unlawful fun- 
tions invented of man, of covetous intrii= 
ders of themſelues 1nto the Iawfull ca'lings 
for the which they are nnmeet. I would all 
thoſe which haue any publicke place in rhe 
Church of England, ſeeing they vvill not yo- 
Juntapily follow this vviſedom of Paul, might 
de compelled by the godly vyiſe Magiſtrates 
ro ſhew the proofe of their miniſterie out of 
the word,and the gifts which God hath gi 
ven them, meet for the diſcharge of their 

calling.Forthen I afſuredly perſwade my ſelf, 
that the Lord in juſtice and mercy yyould 
lo girect their [lword, that it vveuld cur off not 


onely 
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7. 'onely the head, ſhoulders,armes,legges, and 
©  pll the rotten members of popiſh religion: 
bur alſo ſhred of fro the true Church of God 
and the beloued ſpouſe of Chriſt,all ignorant 
idle, wicked,and hurtfull hireliongs, with all 
the relikes of Antichriſtian viurped power, ' 
which now to the great and preſent perill of 
the Lords Vineyard, doe occupie the place 
and roome of moſt faithfull and painefull 
vyorkemen. But a fitter place for this mat- 
ter ſhall be offered hereaſter. 

It is not to bee omited that Paul trer- 
meth his Apoſtolicall funion, A grace 
giuen of God. For herein he giveth. the Ro« 
manes and vsin them to underſtand, that 
if chey ſhall retect, or lightly regard his fun- 
bk, Ction, and the precepts he giuerh to cuerie 

one of them, by the vertue thereof: Thar 
then they openly ſhew themſzlues reieQors 
or light eſteemers, not onely of him and his 
vvord,but alſo of rhis graceand gift of God, 
vvhich after the manner appeareth in him 
for their ſaluation. The vviiich cogitation 
might breed in them a reuerent opinion of 
his 7+ beeing the Ambaſiadour of 
Chriſt, a Godly care diligentlie to receijue 
and loyinghe to embrace the grace of God, 
giuen him, and by him offered ynto them. 
Here then vye learne vyhat to iudge of thoſe 
Functions vvicth cheir giftes vvbich Chriſt 
hath giuen for the perte&t building vp of 
Bis Church: to yvit,as of the exccllent and 
{iogular graces of God. For the office of 
the Paſtor , and Doctor, and Elder , the 


B 3 Deacon, 
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Deacon,the Attender upon the poore and} 


impotent, together with this of the ApoJ 


ſtle , are all ſtreames flowing from one 
ſpring or head, by the which the manifold 
eraces oi God , and waters of eternall life, 
are conveyed into his Church , that evyerie 
member drinking thereof , ſhould never 
thirſt againe, but haue full fountaines iſſu< 
ing out of him to eternall life. VVherefors 
Jet all men , of what calling or authoritia. 
ſoeyer they be , take heed leaſt by them- 
ſelues, by others, or by any other meane , 
they ſtop and damme up theſe heavenly 
ſreames of waters which ſhould runne in-_ 
to the Lords vineyard to water it; or elſe 
leſt they defile and corrupt theſe waters 
with caſting into them, and mingling with 
them the dregges and filthy puddle waters 
of mans inventions , and Popith traditions. 
For aſſuredly all the ordinary graces of God 
given to vs, areſuch, andſo, that they can- 
not abide either addition, detraftion , or 
change. Such alſo is the giuer hereof, that 
2s he 1s jealous ouer them, ſo hee will moſt 
ſeyerely revenge himſelfe of all thoſe thar 
ſhall add, derract, or any manner of way cor- 
xupt his gifts againſt his will and written ' 
word. "& 

Thus wee ſee what profitable inſtruction 
may bee gathered out of this former part, 
couching the perſon of Paul , the Mini- 
fter or publiſher of this generall Law , as 


alſo ef that ſpeciall which followeth. Now ' 
tet us heare to Whom this generall Law 
vas | 


1 godly Sermon. 


was given. To every one of what eſtate 
and vocation ſoeyer , that was among the 
Lhriſtians at Rome ; and in them,to all that 
then were , or are no 'y of the houſhould of 
God. For heeſaith , 7s every one that ts 4- 
2ong you. Which is as if hee thould ſay, 
whether you bee Paltours , or Teachers, 
Elders, Deacons , or proyiders for the im- 
potent and ficke , Fathers, Children, Maſters 
Seryants, bond , free, Tewes , Greclans, 
publique or private perſons : I gtus unto 
all in generall , and to every one 11 particus 
lar , this generall law and rule of life,char- 
ging eyery one 1n the fight of God,to keepe 
it undefiled to the comming of the-Lord and 
Saviour Chrilt. 

Hereby it1s manifeſt, that the Law or 
precept following 1s generall , not ſpeciall- 
appertayning to all, not only to ſome;nece{(- 
farie and proftable for all times, not onely 
coyenient for that preſent eſtate ofthe Chri- 
tian Church at Rome : and therefore per- 
petually to bee taught and practiſed of Gods 
Miniſters, learned and obeyed of his people, 


urged and eftabliſh4 by the power and au- 


thoritie of the Magiſtrare his keayenly or- 
dinagce. And in fo doing,the Magiltrate,the 
Miniſter, and the people ſhall by their hum- 
ble ſeruice ana ſubieRion unto God, both aſe 
prous their pure conſciences , their ſound 
and unfaigned faith to all that feare God: 
and alſo Rtoppe the mouth of the adverſar 

which ſpeaketh evill of rhe trueth , becauſe 
many Which outwardly profeſle it , cither 
B 4 hauec 
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CM godly Sermon. 
have not learned,or will not obey this coma 


- mandement of the Lord. 


Now ſeing wee know the Commane} 
dement is from God , and that the Miniſter! 
hereof, is the chiefeſt Apoſtle that euer was! 
and that as it concerned the Romanes , ſo: 
now (they being a ſleep in the Lord ) it ap= 

eareth to all 8& every one of us, Which are 
ere aſſembled : let us marke fri? what this 

enerall law 1s, then according to the Apo. 

les order, what is the ſpeciall derived out 
of the generall, and to whom it 15 given. 

The law is this, Phronein eis to Sophra, 
nein, that is, as if he ſhould ſay, I command 
-1n the perſon of GOD, every one that is a- 
mong you,to be wiſe or to underſtand accor= 
ding to ſobriety , as its tranſlated. As for 
the words that goe before theſe , and that 
follow in this verſe, they are no part in this 
Jaw, but rather a more full and familiar de- 
claration thereof, For where as ,it is ſayd, 
That no man preſume to underſtand, aboue that 
Dhich ts meet to underſtand , it 1s a manifeſt 
prohibition by a negation of that which is 
commanded by an affirmgtion, again where 


It is ſayd, As God hath dealt to every one the 


meaſure of faith ,it 1s certaine,the purpoſe of 
the holy Ghoſt is, more plainly to declare 
and expreſle, the meaning of his law and ge- 
nerall commandement. * 

But firſt of the law it ſelfe, then of thoſe 
which ſerue for the farther declaration ther- 
of. The Greek Verbe which 1s here tran- 


be 
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i be indued with a reaſonable mind or fouls 
J wherein becauſe VViſedom and know - 
y ledgeis, and becauſe ſhee hath as it were, 


her manfion houſe in it , it (ignifieth alſo to 
bee wiſe : In which ſignification it is uſed 
in this place : and for ſo much as VViſe- 


dom principally conſiſteth in a diſcreete 


moderation and comely order of all actions 
and works , I take it here to fignifie by a 
crope of the caufe, for the effe&, the mode: 
rate and ſober exerciſe of wiſdom and true 
underſtanding. 

. The word tranſlated Sobrietie , properly 
ſigniftech to haue a ſound mind , not trou- 
bled with any diſeaſe, in which'ſignifica- 
tion it is here uſed. So that the whole 
commandement expreſſed in theſe two 
words , appeareth plainely ro bee this : I 
command eyery 'one which 1s 'among you, 
truly to underſtand , ſoberly to elteeme, 
ſoundly to iudge , modeſtly to uſe the gifts 
he hath received of God, being fully conten« 
ged and ſatisfied rhere-with. 

VVherefore let us conſider,I beſeech you, 
the excellency, the dignitie , the profit and 
uſe of this generall Law. : 

For vyhat can be more excellent, then for. 
every meEver of the myſticall body of Chriſt, 
truly to know his proper gifts , and vviſely 
and ſoberly to eſteem and uſe them> VVhar 
can be of greater dignity & yyorthines, then 
{or all 04 RRP of God ſcattered through. 
the face of the vyorld, having ſo divcrs gitts 
and offices, being ſq far diſtant in place, by 
ana- 
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an humble,ſober and diſcreet iudging of thei 
pifts, ability, and callings to ſerue and wor} 
thip in the unitie of the fpirit and trueth,? 
and in the bond of peace, one true and im+; 
morrall king of glory. Finally, what can bee: 
more proficable tor the Church of Chriſt our 
mother,then that all her Children according 
£0 their age,ſtrength gifts, place & callings, - 
ſhould without hatred, enyy, or any neglect 
of duety,loue, relicue, and maintiane eyery 
one another, as becommeth the dearly belo- 
yed children of God? This law well lear- 
ned,and diligently practiſed , bringeth with 
it all theſe and many moe commodities, 
Therefore it is not onely in this place,but in 
many other places of the{cripture moſt faith- 
Fully regiſtred. In the booke of Numbers, 
chap,g3-v.38. we may read and ſee plainly, 
how that the Lord did not onely by precept 
diſtinguiſh between the calling of the Levits 
and people, but threatneth the tranſgreſfors 
andinordinate walkers with death. For the 
Levits were either called Prieſts, or by the 
common name of Leyits. If Prieſts, then ei- 
ther the high Prieſt,as Aaron and Eleater af- 
ter him - or ſuch as were under him ouer 
the reſt,as Flutaph the overſeer of the Ger- 
ſhonttes , or Elizabhan the overſeer of the 
Coathithes and Zuricl of the Merarites. Their 
office was publickly to teach,to pray,to offer 
facrifice,to keep the veſlels of the ſanctuarie, 
The office of the other Levits was to_ mini- 
Ker and ſerue the Prieſts in all things be- 
lovging co the diſcharge of their neceſſary 
mY GUUES, i 
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- Muties. And this is the diſtinction betweens 


the office of Prieſt, and the office of the Le- 
vit. Hereby therefore it appeareth, that the 
Lord alloted unto every one his ſeyerall of- 
fice,ta be as it were his ſtanding place,out of 
the which he ſhould not ſtep one foot, e1tf <: 
£o the left hand or to the right neither diſlike 
his place, but fully content himſelfe theres 
with, without envying of any, that were 10 
more excellent roomes. And as the Lord 
Knew this order of diſtinguiſhing offices to 
be very expedientand good for his Church - 
ſo he hath revenged himſelfe moft ſeverely 
upon the breakers hereof, of what calling ſo- - 
ever they were, or with what affection or in- 
tent ſoever they did tranſgreſſe this eſtabli- 
ſhed order of goyernment. King Ari, as 
we read in the ſecond of the Chronicles,the 
26. chapter, otherwiſe called Y2244, was 
ftricken with uncurable leproſie; becauſe, lif- 
ting up his heart,he uſurped the office of ths 
ride? and went into the T mp tro burne 
ancente upon the Altar. Y>>4 for {upportin 
the Arke, which was the ontly office of fe 
Levits, notwithſtanding his good intent, (for 
the Oxen did ſhake the Arke ) was ſtricken 
with ſudden death. Corah, Dathan,and Abi 
ram, becauſe they preſumed aboue their vo- 
cation, went down aliue inte the pit; for the 
earth opened her mouth, & ſwallowed them 
up with all that they had. All vyhich ought 
to teach us , how acceptable this order of 
ſeverall callings is to God -," and to 
breed in our hearts both a care anda conſci- 
| CACE 
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ence tokeepe it, and a feare and terrour i} 


breake it. 
But leaſt any ſhould imagine this diſtincs 


4 ; L - 
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tion of yocations to ſerue onely for the law, *. 


hauing no yle or profit vnder the goſpel: ler 


vs ſearch the new Teſtament. VVas there no 


difference (I pray you) betweene Tohn 
Baptiſt, and has Diſciples, and the Diſci+ 
ples of Chriſt, None betweene them and 
other Chriſtians, that were Baptized and 


followed Chriſt:None between the Prophes 


and Apoſtle, betweene the Paſtor and the 
Deacon: VVhat, were all Apoſtles> VVerg 
all Prophets? Had all the gifts of healing? 
VVere all Teachers? Or did all interpret? 


 VVhat, was the bodie one member? No, 


no, the Lord hath ordained in his church 
many members, yet but one bodice. VVher- ' 


by it1s certaine, that as it pleaſed God 


ynder the law to eſtabliſh this diftintion 


of callings in 1/rael; So hath bee done now ' 


under the Golpell in the new Jeruſalem. For 
our Apoſtle in the 11. to the Cormth.the 2» 
Epiltle, ſtrazghtlie chargeth euerie one to 
walk in that calling, wherein he is. His words 
are theſe: Lect enverrte man abide in that ſame 
bocation herein he was called. Again a litile 
after, Let euerie mau wherein þe was called 
therein abide With God. In which words hee 
teacheth that the moſt excellent gifts of 2 
Chriſtian, which wee by faith receiue of 
Chriſt,and the eternall ſeed of regeneration, 
Cannot, neither ought to moue vs, to loath 


our tormer calling be þc itneucr {0 low or 


baſe, 
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þafe,neither to deſire toſtep voto any other, 


all Chriſtians, & were as eafilic to þe learned 
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till it pleaſe God to offer vnto vs ſome iuſk 
and neceſſarie cauſe of change, and to adde 
vnto the common gifts of a chriſtian, ſome 
ſpeciall which are proper and peculiar, for 
ine Jawfull calling whereunto our deſires 
are wholy and onely carried, and the Lord 
effe(tuallie calleth ys. Bur leaſt any fhould 
obiectt that this general law is notfo ftraighr- 
ly to be kept of all: beſides that the words 
of this text will confute him, he may read 
the 17. verſe of the 7. Chapter to the Co- 
rinthians. Or if he proceed and ſay, ic isno 
ordinanceeſtabliſhed, or not in all Chur- 
ches, the verie words of the text there will 
ouerthrow him. But as God hath. diſtributed 
to everte man as the Lord hath called enucrie 
one, ſo let him walke,and ſo 1 ordain in all Chur- 
ches. Then wee ſec in effect, what this gane= 
rall Law 1s : Namely , that as Souldiers in 
war have and keepe cuerie one his ſtanding 
place 1n the ſight of their Captaine: ſo euery 
Chriſtzan ſhou}d have and keepe his ſeuerall 
calling in the preſence of the Lord of life: 
Who hath in wiſedome and mercie called 
them thereunto, For if they do not,as expe= 
rience teacheth in war and in peace,then they 
muſt needs tumble and indanger themſclues, 
vex and gricue others,hurt and diſquiet the 
church whoſe peace and felicitie,all her 
Children ougnt to redeeme, even with the 
loſle of blood and life. O that this law where 
deepely printed and grauen in the hearts of 


and 
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and ſeene in our, liues, as it may bee in this 
precept,then we ſhould ſee with no ſmallioy{ 


the Church our mother with cheerful coun<# 


tenice to lift up her head, which now to the}: 
rief of many, hangeth very low,and whoſe} 
art lamenteth the looſnes, ſecurity,the aſpi-3 
ring & unquiet minds, & the continual diſor- ! 
der of her childeren,which bad rather do any | 
thing, then that which principally concer. ' 
neth them. Fer if it be demaunded from 
whence commeth all this diſorder,at home, 
abroad, in publike and priuate perſons, in 
common=»1yyealth,and in the Charch,in Vni- 
uerſities, and in cities: the cauſe 1s euident, no 
man can deny it: father and child, huſband 
and wite,maſter and ſeruant,rich and poore, 
magiſtrate and ſabieCt, Paſtor and people, 


haue broken & tranſgreſſed this generall law 


and commandemet of God. They knoyy not 
truly their gifts and callings, they haue not 
humby,ſoberly ;efteemed of them,they haye 
not wiſely,diſcreetly ,and with a ſingle eye 
idged themſelues:they have not with care 
& conſcience diſcharged their duty to God: 
Finally,they haue broken out of their ſtand- 
ing places,and burſt aſunder the lifts of their 
Ealliogs,&e cannot, neither will be bound to. 
order and obedience, no not with bonds of 
their Creators law, The cauſes of all this 
diſorder in all degrees,ſhall appeare, and be 
declared in their proper places next follow- 
ing, as allo the remedies wherby it may be 
remoued, and goodorder ( the health of 


both the bogjgs ) r6ſiqged and brought 2 
galy 
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Þ:in into the Church and common-wealth. 


? Ic followeth in the text : That no man pre 
ume to underſtand abone that which 15 meete 
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{- Paul declareth this generall Law ; firſt as 
+ you ſec,by the contrary, that wee might the 
F kbicer underſtand and ſee by this negation, 


+ - what he meant by the affirmation: and alſa 


- that we might wiſely colle the cauſe ofthe 
former diſorder , whereof I have ſpoken. A 
 yriſe and uſuall order in exhorting, obſerved 
'" of the Prophets, having regard not what 
oughc to be firſt in knowledge , but firſt in 
practiſe: not reſpeCting the perfeftion of or- 
der, but the corruption of our nature. For 
we being full of pride,ſelfe-loue,vayne-glo- 
ry,arrogancy and ambition,1itis neceſlary that 
this hard and brazen wall, made and groun- 
ded upon the hard brazenpillers of original 
concupiſcence,ſhould firſt be caſt down and 
digged up, With the ground-work thereof, 
betore we can ſee and teele the ſweet grace 
of God, and the comfortable preſence of his 
ſpicic,in humbling our proud harts,and wor. 
King in our minds a ſound iudgement. VVe 
mult therefore, for the betterkeeping of the 
gener , W, Caſt off theſe two burdens that 
prelle us down, Ober-|eening of our gifts 
and Ambition, which worn die 


For as darknefſe and light cannot dwell in 
one place at one time: ſo pride and humility, 
ambicion and godly contentation cannot 
| dwell 1n one man. Solong as pride that blin- 
deth our eyes, and a dilliking of our eſtate 
2 Pollefſe 


content With her own efſtate-and calling. 
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abode fince the fall of our firſt Parents, 


oſſefſe. the heart ,; there is no place for 
Lumble and ſound iudgement , no roome | 
an affection contented to reſt in that porri 
which God hath allotted unto us. The bl 
ſed Apoſtle ſecing this , chargerh the Roma 
to put out and diſpofſeſſe their hearts ag tho 
two enemies: wherein, albeit they had the 


being uſurpers, they mutt be thruft our,thF 
Chriſt, whoſe we are ; and he ours by the & 
ternall; covenant, may dwell in us, and wep 
in him for ever, They be ſtrong men , ani 
therfore will not be diſpoſſeſſed by any weaf 
power:only they will giue place to the for 
& powerfull hand of a ſtronger:that 15,to th 
ſpirit of God, which filleth up the low vall 

ard caſteth down the high mountaines. A 
#cy be ſtrong to keep polleflion, ſo they b 
ſtrong to ſtrike,to wound,to ſlay and deftrof 
both the Eccleſiafticall and Politick bodie 

of the Church & Commc.n-wealth, For tron 
theſe two peſtilent fountains , ſelfe-loue ani 
ambition flow, envying of the good , bitte 
contention and ſtriuing with rhe equall,dul 
daine and contempt of the inferiours.Henc\ 
It 1s,that the governors of the Church than 
fo well of themſelues,not humbly beggun 
the direCtion of Gods ſpirit, but expound thy 
word according to their own fancies: thal 
they defire to rule as they liſt: deuiſe new 0 
fices, confound thoſe which the Lord hat! 
wiſcly diſtinguiſhed: challenge unto they 
{clues new titles, new names, princely pre 
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their brethren. All which vices, as they ſprang 
yp firſt in the church of Rome, (notwithſtan- 
ding this admonition of Paul,for thepreuen« 
ting of them) ſo hauing now deadly woun« 
ded the bodie, and wholie deſtroyed and de- 
Efaced the Church,they haue ſpred their 
F- bowes and branches into many places of the 
t Lords yineyard,wherin they haue taken ſuch 
$; deep roet,that it is to be feared,thar as they 
now do ouerſhadow the tender plants of the 
J orchard of God,ſo they willin time conſume 
#: and deſtroy rhe whole growth, with the 
4 - poyſon, of their corruption, except they be 
1] plucked yp by the rootes. For my part, cx- 
I amining the matter with an indifferent mind, 


1 1 cat ſe no other roote whence theſe rotten 
1 and ynnatural bowes ſhould ſpring, then this 

high-and lofty minde,whereby men do pre- 
. ſume to thinke of themſelues, & of the trea- 


4 ſure of which they haue, more then they 
ON "ought to do. VVhy would not Diotrephes 
09 receive 19hn and the other faithfull minilters 
untg ofthe word? wherefore did he prattle with 
WU} malicious words againſt them > why would 
eNcy he neither himſelte recciue, nor ſuffer others 
n10F- ro entercain the brethren? was not this the 
gg. only cauſc, becauſe he loyed to hauc the pre« 


efnin?nce In the Church? Read the 3. Epiſtle 


| of 1ohn. V Vhat cauſed the Scribes & Phariſes 


| to contemane & diſdain the baſe eſtate & low 
q : degree of Chrilt & his poore Diſciples? they 


ma loved the chiefe-places at feafls, and deſired 
y_ oic chicfe ſear in the aſſemblies,and greeting 
<2 che markets,& to be called 


en Rabbt, 


of men 4 
| Rab, 
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Raby: was not this becauſe they were his 7 
minded? V Vhy did Iames and 1ohn, and theit 


| mother,moyed by them, delire to be chiefelk 


in the kingdom of Chriſt ? or why did-the oj 
ther diſciples diſdaine at this requeſt ? was itÞ- 
not onely becauſe their hearts were puffed up} 
with pride, vain-glory,and ambition? VVhyj 
did ſome preach to add affliction unto Pans: 
bonds? was it not becauſe they thought bex-: 
ter of themſcelues and their gifts,then of him” 
and his gifts? and by enuyidg him troubled! 
the Church ? O therfore how neceſlary it is 
for us that be of the Chutch,to bear downe. 
this brazen wall of pride, preſumption, and! 
ambition, which cauſeth all theſe diforders a-- 
mong'us,that God may reare up in our hearts, 
the new fortreſle of a (ound, diſcreet, humble” 
and ſober mind,and ſo make us fincere obſer-. 
vers of this generall law. All thele things I 
haue ſpoken,do ſufficiently reach, how ſome 
Churches haue been, and areat this day fore: 
wounded,others deſtroied by thele two hor=- 
rible maniters,of Pride and Ambition, which 
will not be ſubieCt co any; nay which will,if 
they be ſuffered, lift up their heads into the 
throne of the Lord. Now to the Comman- 


wealth, wherein if we ſhall aske the wileſt 


men of all ages that be paſt, either religious 
or prophane, they wil teil you that whach by 
long and certaine experience they haue lear- 
ned : namely,that this proud and ambitious © 
ſurpriſing of gifts, diſfliking of mens proper | 
dealings, haue been the dilturbers; I might 
lay,the deltzoyers of Families, Tribes, Towns 
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Cirties, Kingdomes, and Empires. So Mou 
on /2s, lebojua, Dauid, and the Prophets, have 
1TH left in their writings this to bee learned of 
dF ſuch as willtead them. The prophane-wri- 
itÞ xers,both Grecians and Romans, which haue 
þ3 regiltred the diyerſities,changes, overthrows 
T7 and ruies of Common-wealths, doe teach. 
” the ſame berrer then the time \vill ſuffer :me 
* particularly to rehearſe. But to omit the 
”. ancient Monuments and Hiſtories of the old 
time,and to come to our oWne country : did 
' everany man harden his heart here in Eng- 
e. landagainſt lawfull Regiment : which hath 
4'. nor been full of pride and ambition ? Can the 
-' ſober minded m:an,reſting and taking his fe- 
'$,  licitie in his baſe and low calling, Lift up his 
hand to plucke the Regall crowne from the 
'-. head of the Jawfull goyernour? No, no, 
k dearely beloved,no more then a heayy ſtone 
E can aſcend into the higheſt Region of the 
e firmament.lt is the light head and the aſpi+ 
= ring minde,yvhich through pride and ambi- 
h tion,flieth into rhe Princes pallace. Seeing 
if then that theſe two yices of Pride and Ambi- 
e Hon, doe not onely eternally condemne ſuch 
- As are infected yvith them ( vvhich is -moſt 
t fearfull)but alſo vyound and deſtroy the fo- 
s ciety of the ſaints, & the pollicy of kingdoms: 
y fſeeingthat the Lord by his Apoſtle here,doth 
- ſoſtraightly forbid them,as the moſt dange- 
S, rous enemies of this generall lay : I am tg 
r charge youin the name of Chriſt, from the 
& higheſt tothe loweſt, to throw downe your 
s Afclucs before the Maleſty of GOD, cra- 
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may haue in them neither poyſon to Kill} 
the ſoule, nor power torhurt the Church or* 


cominon wealth. And for you that are the'}, 


minifters of God, and our goyernours,if you 


and to remedy all the abuſes thereof,behold' 


this muft bee your wiſedom. Firſt pluck up'' 
by the roots through out the miniſtry of the' 
word , and the authority of the ſword , all 
proud ang high looks, arrogant & ambitt- 


ous perſons: ſet before your eyes the godly 
zeal of David, Him(ſaith he)that hath a proud 


looke and high heart, 1 cannot ſuffer. Again, Bes + 
x | all the ml, the [nd that | 
T may cut off all the workers of miquitie from . 
the City of the Lord. O that all her Maieſties 
Counſell , and all other Magiſtrates in this - 


times will I 


Land, had kindeled in their breaſts , ſuch a 


namely of pride and ambition , and ſuch a 
loue of his ſober and ſound iudgment, which 
breedeth humbleneſle of heart, and a mind 


fully contented with any eſtate : whereunts - 


ving earneftly the graceof his ſpirit to mor3Þ 


tifie theſe eyill affeftions, lo that her 


will learn how to eſtabliſh this generall law, | 


zeale of Gods glory, ſuch a hatred of all fin, 


the Lord calleth us. Secondarily aboue all 


things , it behovyeth you that bee the Lords 


ſcrvants 1n Magiltracy , to eſtabliſh every _ 


one within his charge and juriſdiction , this - 


generall Iaw-:providing that every man haue 


wherein to occupy himſelfe and his gifts, 


according to the tenor of the law ,in his own 
ſtanding, place aud yocation:and that he du 


diſcharge it according to the meaſure & pro- \ 


pertion 
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ortion of his gifts , which he hath received 
For that purpole. For none inthe Church & 


'houſe of God muft want his office:none muſt 
'walk inordinatly : none muſt bee idle in his 


calling , or unprofitable. As therefore you 
know your enemies, and how to yanquiſh 
them, and alſo the Law of the Lord, how to 
eſtabliſh it:take heed unto your ſelues & dal- 
ly not in the Lords matters. For if you ſhall 
not, betimes by the ſword of iuſtice,cur off all 
that deſerue death by the Law, nor ſuffering 
your eye to take pittie upon any,& alſo. cor- 
re& other malefaCtors according to their de- 
ſert, without partiality , know for certainty 


that the 1uſt God will require their bloud at 


your hands. Apaine,if you ſhall prefer your 
own pollicies , and devices, before the eſta- 
bliſhing of this generall law of God , aflure 
your ſclues that your Lord and maſter whoſe 
perſon you ſuſtain, will never ſuffer ſuch con- 
rempt of him unpuniſhed. Therefore as you 
hate theſe vices,and all ether fins,as you loue 
chis undefiled lay of the Lord,let your hatred 
be ſhewed in aboliſhing the one,& your lous 
declared in eſtabliſhing the other:it foloweth. 
As God hath dealt to every one the meaſure of 
faith.This ſentence ſheweth what it is to be 
wiſe according to ſobriety , or to haue ſuch 
underſtiding that a man may ſoundly iudge. 
It 1s as if he ſhould ſay, hereby ye ſhall know 
What it is to be wiſe according to ſobriety,if 
you marke and conſider .that God hath gi- 
ven to eyery one ſeverally a certaine pro= 
per and peculiar meaſure of Faith, that is, of 
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any heavenly gift,divers from the gift of re« # 
Beneration, which ought to be imployed inij 
the increaſe of your mutuall faith. For hers} 
the Apoſtle giveth no precepts how theſe} 
Chriſtians ihould teſt provide for their own: 


'your (o 


ſafety ,(for that he hath done,and doth here- | 


after more particularly) bur how they may | 
beſt provide for the ſafety of the Church,and * 


4 
i 


every member thereof, vvhich 15 done by keee 
ping our ſelues within the copaſle of the gift 
yvhich God hach given, neither eſteeming of 
it of grearer value then it 15,neither defjcing 
to ſtretch it further,and to a more excellent 
high calling then it 1s given for ; neither yet 
by not ſeeing ,- or too abieAly thinking of 
that giftvvhich we haue,or elſe envying 0+ 
thers which haue the ſame gift in greater 


þ 


| 


meaſure. Then the proper ſence 1s this: Look 


what certain and proper gift of grace, God 
hath given to any of you,not for your private 


wiſedom, & {o:1ndneſſe of mind, confider and 
think upon it,be thankfull for it, ler that be 

bor wiſedome, let that content and 
ſatisfie your hearts, not extendingir further 
then it can reach, not over-preſſing it, nor 
thinking too baſlely of it: not enyying others 
which haue eicher other greater gifts, or the 


profit, but for the publick good and benefice: 
of the body, in humble iudgemenr, diſcreet 


ſame gift in a greater meaſure, For ſeeing God = 


in his excellent and incomprehenſible Wiſe- 
dom, hath diſpoſed both divers gifts to dis 


vers men,and'the ſame gifts in a divers mea- 


ſure,to the profir, peace, and preſervation of * 


his 


. 


2 
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his people : as the miſliking of this heauen- 
ly and wiſe diſpenſation proceedeth of great 
folly, inſolencie, and want of iudgement : ſo 
the diſordering,confounding and corrupting 
the gifts, mult needs tend to the ruine and 
utter overthrow of the Church. For con- 


ſider I beſeech you ( deare brethren ) if 


every ,member of. our body ſhould either 


ffretch his gifts further then they can reach 
as if the hand would needs ſee and diret 


the body, if it would ſpeake. &c. or if the 
head would go:again if the had ſhould think 
it ſelſe of greater excellency then the head, 
orif Farough envie of the greater gifts of the 
eyes, Which are more excellent,it yould de- 


ny to do the office of the hand: or finally , if 


the. left hand,having the ſame gift which the 


right hath,would envie ir, becauſe it is more 


apt, quick and ready in the uſe of the ſame: 
would we not cry out of this confuſion , as 


.moſt unnaturall and monitruous , and ſuch 


as without all doubt, would utterly 
deſtroy the whole body? Nevertheles we ſee 
1n the.Churches of England , which profefſe 
themſeclues parts of the whole,and are not a- 
ſftoniſhed. We haue ſeen it a long time, 8 yet 
we cannot be unfaignedly grieved : wee can 
not be perſwaded to feare and tremble, at 
the preſent perill which hangeth over our 
heads, For alaſſe, muſt we not looke for the 
heavy hand of the Lord , when we ſee many 
1g90rant men,not only yoid of all skil in the 
Hebrew, Greek , and Latin rongues , 1n Lo- 


gick, Rhethorick, and other Arts: ( but alſo 


whick 


_—_ IF ATT | 
which I am aſhamed to ſpeak 


highembaſſage of their God: to carty to his. 


to dilpraiſe: O. miſerable Biſhops, 
laying on of their hands, lift yp "thoſe into 
Moſes chaire who ought rather to be thruſt 


07. ' 
e) both yoid gf 
the knowledge of the doctrine of repentan 2. 
and alſo wicked and lewd 1n life, who are! 
yet ſo bold,fo impudent,of ſo hard faces,thae! 

they dare preſent thefnſelues to the learned ﬆþ - 
Bithops,and ſoextend and ſtretch out,I wil 
not ſay their gifts, which they haue nor,noe | 
the ſhadow of a gift: to-take vpon them the. 


. 

4. - 

= 

"4 

*y | 


people the glad ridings of ſaluation, which 


Chriſt hath purchaſed for them with his 
. moſt precious bloud.O ſhainclefle impuden. 


Cie ? Shall hee take ypon him to hold the- .. 


' helm, that is ſcarce worthy to fit in the | 
finke? O damnable boldnefle, O couetous ;- 
. Patrones? that for gaine preſent ſuch un- | 
 Worchy men to the Biſhops? O fooliſh men 


that will commend them whom wy Fa, | 
hat by E-; 


to the tail of the plow! VVhat doth more dif- 
honour God, diſcredit the Goſpel}, confirm 
the aduerſaries of the trueth, and incourage 


the Rebell in his treaſon, then this igno- 


rance and impietie of the Miniſters? For I 
beſeech you tell me: can the honour and 
praiſe of Gods wiſdome, be commended 
by the follie and ignorance of his Miniſter? 
Can the ineſtimable treaſure and riches of 
ehe gratious Prince, bee ſeen in the beggar- 
ly nakednefſe of an yngracious and baſe am. 
baſſadour? Can the aduerſaries of the grace 
of Chriſt, by looking vpou an Idoll, mane 
| at 
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hath nothing bur 8 ſhew of rhat. ic is not, be 
' diſwaded from the worſhip of Idolles? Can 
he bring men from error , which can teach 
no truth? Can he that is traiterouſlie affec- 
 -red to Magiſtracie,become a loyall Subiect, 
and neuer heare his Paſtour prooue by the 
: word of God, thar all muſt be ſubiect, nor 
* onely for feare, but for conſcience ſake? Fi- 
nally, can the carnall minded man, and the 
| lemons Atheiſt bee perſwaded, thac 
Chriſt is the redeemer of the world, whoſe 
_ Miniſters theſe: be? Therefore as all Chri- 


* +. Nians arepriuatly to look vnto themſelues, 


' their gifts and callings , that they tie and 
; - | binde their judgment and affection to the 
meaſure of thar faithfull grace they haue re- 
"ceiued: ſo all Magiſtrates are by the {ivorde 
+ of their authority, which they beare nor in 
\ vaing, to keepeand hold their Chriftian Sub- 
teQts within the compaſſe of their liffites. | 
© Now foloweth the laſt reaſon 'of the ge- 
nerall law: For as Ihe haue manie members in 
one boulie, and all members haue not one office:fÞ 
 Freebeing miny are but one bodie tu Chriſt, and 
_ Enerte one, one anothers members. This laſt 
reaſon taken from the muruall diſpoſition of 
| thebody,is by the Apoſtle applied, not one- 
ly to the.Saints at Rome, but alſo gene- 
rallie co the whole Church of Chriſt, which 
as It teacheth an ynitie of body, a multicude 
_- of members vnder one head,a variety of du- 
ties, anda diuerſitie of gifts; ſo it ſhew- 
, Eth manifeſtlie, that this diſtin&tion in 
; the bodlie whereof ariſeth the nerament, 
| p- 
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Jay out the parts more plainely, leaſt any 
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of the whole , making for the ſafetie of i 
Whole and euery part, is moſt neceſſary 


moſt profitable : and therefore perperuall WF 
Immutable, In confideration wkereof, I w 


Thouid take upon him through preſumpriag 
a greater charge then he can [uſtaine , or thy 
meaſure of his gifts permit , and the rather, 
for that there are in theſe two uerſes 4. ſimpt 
Iitudes, albeit at the firſt view,there ſeemerth 
to bee but one. The firſt is , as wee haue ja 
one naturall body many members : ſo wee 
haue in one Catholick Church , many men. 
bers. The ſecond, as all members of the 024 
turall body , haue not one office , ſo allt 
members of the Church, haue not one office, 
The third, as many members in the natural 
body .haue one head,whetin they are:ſo mz 
ny members in the Church haue one head, 
wherein they are. The fourth and laſt, as wn 
a naturall body, every member. is anothery: 
ſo in the Church, eyery member is another, 
All which particular fimilitudes are neceſſz- 
rily collected out of the Apoſtles words, it 
the 4,8& 5.verſes, as you may plainly ſee. The 
ſame 1imilitudes, though not in the lay 
words, yetto the ſame purpoſe , our Apoſtle 
uſeth in the twelfth Chapter of the firſt Epj- 
ſtle to the Corinthians ,ſaying: As the Wu, > 
one, & hath many members,& all the member 
of the body, which is cn2, though they bee many. 
yet are but one body, exen ſo u Chriſt : that is: 
the Church of Chriſt. He proſecuteth-it fark 
ther , as wee ſhall hezeafter ſee, Bur firſt 
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us ſome what morediligently conſider accor- 
ding to theſe foure fimilicudes, of the eſtate, 
condition and regiment of the Church of 
Chriſt here in earth : for hence ariſe foure 
moſt excellent and worthie rules , touching 
the ſpirituall g--yernment of the myſtical do - 
dy of Chriſt, The fult is this: There mult be 
and ought to be in the Church of Chriſt ma» 
ny members. The firſt ſimilitude teacheth 
this? the 1 2,to the Corinth, doth conclude 
and determine it: For the body 1s not one mem- 
ber ; but many: Again, if they Were all one mem- 
ber where Jpere the body? but noW there are many 
members , yet but one body. Therefore there 
muſt bee many members in the Church. By 
a member he meaneth ſuch a part of the bo- 
dy as hath recetyed from the head,ſome pars 
ticular and neceflary gift, fit to helpe and be- 
nefit the whole body, and every member 
thereof, as it appeareth by the laſt ſimilitude 
and by the enumeration of the parts immedt- 
atly following, 

Now if you aske me , how many members 
there bein the body: what they be:and how 
they be named and called: and what t ez their 
duties and callings : the Apoſtl himſelfe will 
anſwer plainly in the next. verſes , and per- 
fectly and fully determine all theſe queſtions, 
laying : Theſe members are either Doctors 
to teach, Paſtors to exhort, E'ders to rule, 
Deacons to diſtribute , Attenders upon the 
pore,{trangers and the ſick:or elſe the people 
and Saints which are taught, exhorted , ru» 


led.and recciue almes and relegue, Theſe as 
all: 


— Hgaine,on the other fidg, 1f nature doe cſpy 


al]: no moe,no fewer. So the neceſlity of t 
relation plainly proveth,and theſe are ſuch a 
are able to execute and performe any duerys 
belonging to the perfect building up, and a<F 
dorning of the miſticall body of Chriſt, as| 
ſhall hereafter appeare more at large, in the 
particular handling,of every feverall office. - F 

Now 1 beſecch you , let us iudge indiffe- | 
rently of the body of the Church of England, | 
whether it be perfect or no, having no want} 
of any neceſſary member, nor any part vnne« 


_ceſſary. For if nature lacke any one, beit ne« 


verſo baſe,if it be but one toe,ſhe isſory,ſhe; 
is grieved, ſhe lamenteth, ſhe iudgeth herſelf} 
maimed: yea,ſhe would redeeme it with the þ. 
perill of looſing the reſt: ſuch is her loue and | 
deſire co appeare in her beauty & perfection. + 
The Church of God in T_ deare Ghri- f 


ſtians}which 1s the beloved ſpouſe of Chriſt, F 
which deſireth to appeare moſt beautiful and | 
erfet in the eyes of her lous : ſhe wanteth 
ner Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons and. 
her attenders upon the poore , therefore ſhe | 
hangeth downe her head for heavineſle , her . 
eyes be bleared with teares , her cheekes be 
defiled with the water of her eyes, her heart, 
15 heauy with ſorrow, her bones are withe- 
red with drinefle, her whole body is cloa- 
thed in ſackcloth,ſhe lieth in caues and dens, - 
being almoſt aſhamed to ſhew her face], ha- + 
ving ſo deformed and maimed a body Which - 
ought to be as bright as the Sun, and as faire as 
the Moone: yea, of ten thouſand the chiefe : 
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in the body any ſuperfluous member, as if 
ſhe baue three hands,three feet,or ſix fingers, 
by and by ſhe miſliketh herſelte, ſhe haceth 
the ſuperfluity ,ſhe labourcth to cut it off, be- 
cauſe ſhe is comented with herſelfe, deſiring 
no mo patts then ſhe hath : nay, hating if ue 
be but 2 knob of fleſh,that is more the needy. 
She would haue many members, but nor toa 
many.: ſhe would haue all her members, ſhe 
would want none,leſt ſhe ſhould apear either 
moſtrous, which is fearfull,or maimed, whiclt 
is hatefull. Eyen ſo is it with the Church & 
ſpouſe of Chriſt in Fnglad: for as ſhe is grie- 
ycd for the lack of thoſe parts which ate wa= 
ting,ſo ſhe abhorreth 8& loatheth ſuch as ars 
abounding : as namely the callings of Arch- 
biſhops, Deanes, Archdeacons,Deacons, Chas 
cellors, Commilſlaries, Officials, & all ſuch as 
be rather members and parrs of the whore 
& {trumpet af Rome, then of the pure virgin 
& ſpouſe of the immaculate Lambe, There- 
fore ſhe defireth theſe (if they will needs be 
of the body )to ſheyy that they be created of 
God,and umtedto her by Chriſt ber head.IFf 
they will needs bee of the heavenly leruſas 
Jem, let them ſhew that they came downe 
from heayen,8& who gaue them from thence? 
For the Apoſtles never knew them, Syon 
hath not heard-of them : Ieruſalem whict is 
aboue, wil not acknowledge the: the warch + 


men (no doubt) being aſleep, they have crept 
- .nto the Citty of the. Lord. Bur now they are 
eſpied:now the church complaineth of them, 


8 
j 


both becauſe they haue no citle, nor intereſt 
in 
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3n it as publique members: and alſo becauf{ 
by the length of their ynlawful ſwords,they 
keepe our lawful members of the bodie. VVeR 
therefore that are the Lords remebrancers y 
,muſt neuer let him reſt, till he haue expelled 7 
them our of Hierufalem, wherein they haue*ss 
no right to exerciſe ſuch ynlawful authority y. 
Therefore we humbly deſire and beſeech all! 
that are in bigh place, and haue acceſſe vn- [| 
to her excellent Maieſty,that they would for 'þ 
the loue they beare to the Church of Chriſt, :þ 
in tender copaſſion look upon our Churches, 
which maketh fo 1uſt a complaint: that they 
would ſend for the Preachers of the VVord:: | 
enquire what 1s lacking , and what is too {| 
much : and ſo' repaire and builde vp the Þþ 
walles of Hieruſalew,the praiſe of the world. 
' The ſecond: rule 1s, that the members | 
of the body muſt have but one office : that ! 
15, euery one his ſeuerall and diftinct offices 
For God 1s not the authour of confuſion ,bur 
of good order, and neceſſary diſtinftion. So 
ſaith Paul,there are diuerſctie of gifts of admint< | 
trations ,& of operations : yet but one ſpirit ,one | 
Lord, one God WW* worketh all mm all. x. Cor. 1. 
49. And leſt any ſhould obieR,that this may 
be,& yet no let but that one man hauing ma- : 
ny gifts, may have diuers offices, for though 
they be diuers one in reſpect of another, yet | 
they may agree1n one man: we muſt conſider 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh here, of divers members + 
of one body ,& meaneth that cuery one muſt. 
haue his ſeuerall gift that maketh a ſeuerall 
office for the eqmmon' profit of others. This | 
ſcucral} 


; 
js 


feverall and ſpecia on 
T rall and ſpecial! office. For the ſame Apoſtle 
teacheth, that thoſe gifts are not only diſtin 
qe; in nature,bur alſo in perſon: ſaying, 


* 4 


;al gift bindeth to one ſene= 


- 


? one 1s giuen the word of Wiſdome , Vnto ano= 


*F ther the wird of knowledge, &c. Theretore C- 


very perſon or member of the Church muſt 
have his own proper and ſeuerall office .that 


Þ he may yſeicto the common commocic of 


all his fellow members. If the naturall 


members of the bodie do perfettly perto-rme 
their ſcuerall duties, then it mutt needs 


goe well with the bodie, and nature mult 


needes delight and take great pleaſure in its 


| bur uf contrarily one member doincroch vp- 
| pon the officc of another, it mult need: t-nd 


to the deſtruftion of the bodie. So afſuredly 


\ theeſtate of the Church is beſt, and moſt flo« 


nihech when there 1s neither. too many,nor 
too few mebers , according to the firſt rule, 
neither confuſion of offices according to the 
ſecond.Scing then (beloued) in our Church. 
the Deacons encrocheth ypon the office of 
the Paſtor(for hepraiech openly & miniſtreth, 
the Sacraments ) women ypon the office of 


,. men ( for they Baptize ) priuate men ypon, 


the office of publique perſons ( for oneman. 
doth ſuſpend from the Sacramentes & ex- 
communicate) the DoCtor vpon the office; 
of the Paſtour ( for both indifferently reac) a 


+. Exhort, and adminiſter the Sacraments) th a 


Eccleſiaſticall perſon ypon the office of th e 
ciuill Magiſtrate : and contrarily, the <1 
uill ypon the Ecclefaſticall ( for they ener's 
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changeably handle and deſcide civill ani 
Eccleſtafticall controverſies ) ſeeing I ſay, 
bere is no diſtintion, but cenfuſion:no cons 
cEnting with one duety , but encroching vpg 
on many, no Wiſe order in governementg 
but a fooliſh and pernicious ſhuffeling roge. 
ther of diyers duties , Which the Lord ha 
here and elſe. where , in ſundry places of 
word diſtinguiſhed : haue wee not jult and; 
neceſlary cauſe to befeech and pray ſuch aa 
be in. authoritie , not to ſuffer their eye-lids# 
either to ſlumber or ſleep ill they haue re. 
moved theſe ſuperfluitics, ſupplied|theſe want; 
and reformed this intollerable confuſion, þ 
that the bodie of the Church may appear 10, 
ker perfect beauty and health? k 
The third. rule is , theſe many member} 
mult haug but one head , to whom they are, * 
molt neerely and ſurely united,and of whom; : 
they muſt be only and per etuallic ruled.. | 
All the parts of the naturall bodie , becauſe.} 
they are by many ioynts and bands ficly andy 
ſurely coupled to the head, they receive;: 
life, ſence, power motion and ſtrength to pers-, 
forme their duties, and mutually to helpe, 


f 
one another, & all this 1s done by the vertue, | 


i 


of this naturall union. For if that were not,, 
ao part were able to ſerue cither it ſclfe, or, 
any other : ſo that being in this union by 4] 
liue,being {enered they die & periſh. Euenſo, 
it fareth with the mebers of the Church: for; 
they becing by ſpirituall ioyars and bands,, 
ſurely united and knit to Chriſt their heady, 
he conveyeth into gyery one by hig Jp ani 
| alt 
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faich,life to quicken them;wiſedome to ligh- 
een them, ſence for fecling,and all other gra-: 
ces; and ſtrength to defend them againſt all 
aduetſary power, and .to bring them to the 
perfect yntonand fellowſhip, which1s in him- 
ſelfe.VVe are the tender branches , he is the 
vine: if we bein him; we ſhal receiue the ſpi-- 
rituall nouriſhment tolife euerlaſting, and 

[FF 21! things that appertaine to our health, if 
a vve be out of him,we cannot bur die, & that 
z* eternally. Hee enely is the vine whereunto 
” we mult be grafted:he only 1s the band that: 
i} bindeth vs vnto him : rhe branches that are 
| notin the yine, mult needs wither and die:if 

& he bind vs not vnto himfelfe, we mult needs 

| ſcatter abroade, aud fall alunder one from a- 
s.: nother. Hee onely is the cauſe of all union 
6. with himſelfe,and among the members, to 
+ make all the members ar one with him, and 
. \ with themſelues. Andalſo to take away all 
e.; difference &diſcord;he hath giyen not a pope 
+ nor an Archbiſhop,or Biſhop;(for there was 
&;+ perfect union beforethey were, though they 
+ falſly beare us in hand , that thev are for the 
| maintenance of peace and unitie } but A« 
F poſtles , Evangeliſts , Prophets , Paſtours , 

} and Teachers , by whoſe miniſtrie wee may 
'j. bee fully lead to a perfect unity of faith in 
; Chriſt ,and to che full age of the fulneiſe of 

him. So that he alone by his owne gifts, 

mult keepe all themembers of his Church in 

$4 periect unitie , and by them alſo remoue all 
a4 2arring in 1udgement,and all diſcord in af- 
dg fetion. The which harmony no Pope, Arch* 
| D biſhop 
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biſhop, Angell, or any other creature cal 
make. O that wee might once heare thiy 
pleaſant ſound and tune of this harmonie.,? 
The primitine Church they heard it , yeag} 
they ſo delighted in'it, that Saint Zuke ſa 
often repeateth it, as though the very bare 
repetition thereof had wonderfully pleaſed x 
to wit, that the Apoftles , Diſciples , and 
all continued together in one place , with 
one accord, with one 1udgement , with on 
minde, with one heart. O heavenly harmo«fF 
nie and unity, before cyer that. Pope, Arch<; 
biſhop, or any ſuch ſtrange calling were 
hatchrt. Therefore we are to beſeech the How 
nourabl2 Councellours to labour night and$ 
day, till it be graunted unto us , that we 
may haue liberty, bnt once to make triall 
& experience,whether we cannot,onely by 
the Lords gifts, & by thoſe graces which des. 
ſcended w” came down from the head, ſer in} 
time all the members of the Church, that we' 
may once againe heare the firſt ſong of the 
firſt Church, planted by the Apoſtles : the} 
which if we can,(as no doubt. the Lord will| 
Siue us to do) I am perſwaded,as he wil prev| 
ferre it before all other harmonies that haueþ 
been,ſfo we ſhall reſt in ic without wearineſleF 
or deſire of change. | 
Againe, if all the members ſubmic chem-! 
ſclues to the 'government of the head, andh 
onely follow it,then there can be neither de-.” 
fire of rule,nor breach of any good order.But;. 
the admitting oftwo heads and divers lawes,þ 
8 1t maketh a monfirous body, lo a contrary 
governme 
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Foyernment, both which nature and [good 
reaſon miſlike and condemne. Yea though 
not altogether;yert 1n ſome part we ſee theſe 
diſorders in our Church. For what elſe 15 the 
fole authori:y of one private man, to rule 0- 
yer his fellow-brethren, to chide them, to 
corre&t them, to puniſh them, to ſuſpend: 
chem ftom their office, yea and that whicly 
nothing appertaineth to him, to impriſon 
them. And I beſeech you tell tne, do they alk 
this by the lawes of Chrilt ? | 
Surely (deere Chriſtians) we muſt and wilt 
appeale unto their honors, from theſe unlaw+ 
Full 1urifdictions : if werteach falſe doctrine, - 
let us in the preſence of her Maicſty , & them 
all;be confuted : if we haue offended, we re 
fuſe no puntſhment. VVe are called, nay we 
are ſlandered of the Papiſts and others, withx 
| the diyellith ſect of Puritans:we are thought 
to beareſcarce good will unto her Maiettic- 
VVell, howſoever men ivdge of us, we are 
that weare;by the grace of God, and for my 
ſelfe I will anſwer(8& I am perſwaded that all 
that be of my iudgement are of the ſame 
- tind)touching my loue & affeftion towards 
my Saveralgne & gracious Prince. I proteſt 
* here before God, his Angels;and you all; that 
to ſaue her Maieſties life, I would give my 
4 my right hand: what ſaid I? Nay afſuredly, as 
% the Lord liueth to prolong her life but one 


1 houre,l would POWIrEOouta | the bloud in my 


RN. heart,theughit ſhould run a thouſand yeare. 
" And Iperſwade my ſelfe moreover,that if her 
| Maieſty ſhou}d -heareand know the grounds 
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36 A godh SErMON, I 
of this doctrine, we ſhould nor long pray in. 
yaine for the reformation of rhe Church. | 
The fourth and laſt rule is, eyery member | 
muſt bee one anothers member : rhat is, ha- 
ving a peculiar office, ſerving to the benefite..: 
of all the members, that by diligence and- 
loue muſt be imployed for the preſervation / 
of the whole body ,and not for our own pro-. 
fic. For eyen the leaft and baſeſt member is + 
neceſſary, and therefore not to be negleted* 
or to be deſpiſed. This ruleas Kt requireth a 
diligent and continual ſervice of eyery meme þ 
ber,ſo it condemneth all idlenefle, and neg- | 
 le& of duty. If the members of the naturall. 
body ſhould faile in their ſeverall duties , 
would wee not by and by iudge , that there'F 
were in them either want of loue unto o- F 
thers, or inabllity in nature , and alſo that} 
this defect would rend in the end to the de- 
ſtruftion of the body ? I am ſure you willf 
grant it. V Vhat ſhall wee ſay then of the 
members of our Church, which are ſo idle in} 
their callings, may we not molt iuſtly con» þ 
demne them for want of lope ? For Ioue is 
the bond of perfection, which bindeth ro- 
gether the hearts of the Saints by her labour F 
and travell ſhe taketh , in helping and relie-f 
ving them: ſhe ſeemeth not her own,ſhere-| 
fuſeth no paine,ſhe feareth no peril, ſhe diſ-F 
daineth no baſeneſle , ſo that the members* 
and Saints of Chriſt may bee bettered by. 
her. But alaſſe where is ſhee in eur Chur-;. 
ches? verily ſhe commeth net abroad intok 
pur {treets, ſhe ſheweth nor herſelfe in our} 
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A goaly Sermon. 37 
aſſemblies, ſhee appeareth not in the Pulpic 
daily, ſhe is faine to hide herlelfe in certain 
corners of the Church. For ſeeing ſome 
preach not at all, ſome ſeldom,ſome haue mo 
charges then is poſſib'e for thE to diſcharge; 
ſome ſeek diſpenſattons,ſome faculties, ſome 
ſue for commendams, ſome one thing, ſome 
another : can we think they perſwade them- 
ſelues to be members of others, ſervants to 
other members,and not to themſclues onely? 
they haue hands, eyes, and- eares, but they 
reach to themſelues, not to other : they ſee 
for themſelues not for others : they heare 
alſo,but not for others. | 

Moreover , where it is ſaid, that Wee ave 
one anuothers members, we muſt know, that in 
deſpiſing others wee deſpiſe our ſelues, and 
kurt our ſelues : for wee deprive our owne 
ſoules of thoſe benefits which other ſhould 
miniſter unto us for our health and peace. 
VVe ought then rather to nouriſh and che- 
riſh them, becauſe we may reap great good 
of them. But ſuch is che blindnes and ſence- 
les dulneſſe of many in our church ,that they 
elteeme nothing of the members , that the 
Lord hath given and ordained for their fin- 
gular commodity. God hath given us in 
great mercy, Paſtors and Doctors to bee 
our eyes, to lead and direct us in the wayes 
of truth and holincfle. . Elders and Deacons 
to be our hands, to keepe us and hold us iu 
the way,& alſo to reach unto us thoſe things 
we want : Atcenders upon us, to be our feet 
When We are not able otherwiſe to goe. And 
D 3 . yet 
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Yet (O Lord) we deſpiſe them, wee deridg 3 
them : nay,that which is incredible, though 
they be the Lords owne gifts, wee will not *j 
be perſwaded,that they will or can do us as- / 
ny good ,or bring any ornament to the body, : 
The Lord for his mercies ſake open our ' 
eyes,that we may ſee and mollifie our ſtony./ 
hearts, that we may loue our fellow-mem--./ 
bers, and ferue them in tender compaſſion 
for ever. For alaſle, this isa miſery , anda 
great yexation of the ſpirit that many Chur- 
ches haue neither eyes, nor hands,nor feete: | 
ſome haye blind eyes,and maimed hands,and | 
yet no manlamenteth : no man weepeth for | 
the miſery of Syon, no man goeth about ta \. 
reſtore her to her perfect proportion and 
comely beauty. 
© Thus you ſee this generall Law what ir is, 

the two declarations thereof , the contrary 
and ſimilitudes, how excellent, how yyor- 
thy, how profitable, how certaine, conſtant, 
and unchangeable. Foras it is in the body, | 
ſo in the Church, keepe all, preſerue all, þ 
keepe ſome, keepe none, preſerue none : 
change one,ſome,orall, then you breake the 
Lords decree and ordinances eſtabliſhed in_ 
his Church. VVherefore to make an end of 
chis part,it appertaineth to theit honours (as | 
they vvil anſwer before God at the dreadfull- F 
day of iudgement)to root out all proud,info- 
lent,& ambitious members fram the Church 
and Common-vvealth, vviſely and diligently -;. 
to plant,vyiſe, modeſt, ſober, and ſound go- kh 
yergors ; in bath to provide that eyery one, 

| Accor» 
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ccording to the grace received, occupy his 
ee : , in the Church they ſhred off all 
ſuch ſuperfluous members, and ſupply the 
yvants out of the vyord : that they avoyd 
confuſion, and preſerue it from deſtruction : 
that they ſeek tor unity in one onely head Ie- 
ſus Chriſt,and in the continuall practiſe of his 
lawes. Finally, that they baniſh all idle per- 
ſons from theCitry of God,and compeleve- 
ry member by Joueto ſerue the whole body. 
If they do this,then they ſhal fee the Church 
of Chriſt to appeare to bee ſuch a one as 
Chriſt deſcribeth her to be in the Song of 
Songs,and as ſhe vvas in her yong and tender 
agen the time of the Apotties : If not, I am 
to conclude thus : 0 England, England, that 
thou kneweft rhoſe things vyhich belong un- 
to thy peace, but now thy ate hidden from 
thine eyes. Thus much of the generall law 
appettaining to all, l 
' Now followeth the ſpeciall law appertai- 
ning to ſome: Seng then We haue gifts that are. 
divers, according to the grace that i given unto. 
#5,Whether Ie | "a propheſre, let us prophefie, 
according to the proportion of faith: or an officeg 
let us watt upon the s8ffice. This ſpeciall law 
concetrneth onely ſuch as be publike perſons 
in che Church, vvhereas the former tquched 
all in generall. And as þy the former, all men 
yvere charged to content themſelnes yvith 
their ſeyerall callings and gifts ; ſo by this, 
publick perſons ate charged to abide in their 
ſcuerall callings ,as in their ſeuerall ſtanding 
places, without breaking upon the fun&- 
D 4 ons 
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ons of others , or envying their gitts : and' 
therefore he doth not mention any extraor- * 
dinary , þut onely ordinary gifts , wherein © 
men muft abide to the comming of Chriſt, ih 
and which we muſt onely deſire. 3 
VVhere he ſaith, Seng then,@c. wee note. + 
that the Apoſtle taketh it for a certain and + 
2n infallible rule, that the Lord had eſtabli- - 
ſhed and already given theſe divers gifcs 
unto his Church. For he ſaith, According to. * 
the grace which is given unto us, And when he - 
ſaith, that whether Ive haue propheſie, or an of= 
ice, let #5 abide therein. Hee giveth a plaine _ 
commandement , and a perpetuall law unto 
the Church, to retaine and keep them for e- 
yer to publick perſons or officers , to ſerue * 
the Church in them:to private men,to make _ 
their profit of them. That God gaue them, 
jt is manifeſt: alſo in other places. Epheſi- 
ans 4. chapter the 11. and 12. yerſes. Chriſt 
aſcending gaue ſome to bee Apoſtles , ſome Pro 
þbets, ſome Dane: , to plant the Church, 
ſome Paſtors and Dottors to keep it for ever, 
Againe. 1. Cor.12.28: verſe. God hath ordayned 
in the Churcb,firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, 
both for a time. Thipdly Teachers, Helpers 


i 


and Governors to rule the Church unto the 


end. 47] 
Againe, Paul witneſſeth , that for the ad- 
ding of that which was wanting, and name \ 
ly for orfdaining of Elders in every Citty:he .. 
left Titus in Creta, as hee alſo deſieth 7i- þ 
mothy to abide at Epheſus, that hee mighe | 
bee 2 means to bging 1g Paſtors, Doctors, - 
TR WW OM Elders, | 


Elders, Deacons , and VVidowes : for elſe 
to what purpoſe ſhould he write of their of. 
fiees? Therefore the Apoltle'may well take it 
for a received ground, whereof no man then 
doubted,that God had given dryers gifts for 
the continuall and perfe&t governement of 
his Church(for here he ſaith they had rece1- 
yed them by grace)ſo that upon this ground 
hee buildeth this generall commandement, 
which he applicth ſeyerally to every particu- 
lar calling here mentioned. 

VVhere hee ſaith, According,to the grace 
Fiven mee 2 obſerue two things : firſt, char 
every Ecclefiaſticall calling, muſt have ioy- 
ned withit , ſome ſingular grace of God: 
ſecondarily , that every of theſe functions 

herenamed , are the 'ſeverall gifts zof the 

mercy of God (as the word ſignifieth (moſt 

bountifully beſtowed upon the Church. 

W herefore if any abuſe theſe , hee abuſeth 

the liberality and bounty of God : 1f any 

take th:{e offices upon him , not adorned 
with that grace, which God hath annexed 
to them , hee diſhonoreth the giver, and 
bringeth the giver into contempr. If any be 
an enemy to theſe , hee 4s an enemie to the 

grace of God? 

Behold then, I beſeech you, what wee do 

when wee ſpeake of Paſtors , Do@ours ,E- ' 
ders, Deacons and VVidowes, Verily, 
verily, we in the perſon of God in the name 
of Chriſt beſeech you , whereas wee haue 
authority to command you, to receiue theſe 
gifts, It you conſider the gifts , they bee 
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yery neceſſary and profitable for you : ye: 
_ the ſweet graces of God : if you re- - 
ſpect the giver, heir is that hath given him- | 
elfe for you : it is therefore no wiſdom to 
refuſe ſo good gifts of ſo loving a friend; 
he2 giyeth cheeretully, and plentitully pow- 
reth his benefits upon us,if we refuſe them, 
that ſhall bee ſuch'unkindneſle , as Iam not 
able to expreſle. 

It followeth , Whether wee hane propheſre, 
tet us propheſie, &c. Firſt he reduceth all thyp- 
ordinary funttions : which are ordayned in 
the Church, & which are perpetually to be 
retayned, for the happy ſucceſſe and preſer- 
yation thereof , unto two generall heads: - 
| that is to ſay , unto Prophets, and Officers, 
dividing either of them into their ſeyerall 
branches, as ſhall appeare more plainly in 
the particular diſcourſe. In that hee ſaith, 
Whether Ive haue prophe/ie, by it hee meaneth 
not any ſingular gift, to foretell that which 
1s to come: but an ordinary gift of interpre- 
ting the writings of the Prophets, and other 
Scripture , to the edification of the hearer. 
[The Greeke Propoſition Pro , beeing ſome- 
times in the place of Yþ9,the word doth well 
admit that ſignification,wherezn it 1s uſed di- 
yers times in the new Teſtament. 7 Would 


#hat yee all ſpake ſtrange languages , but rather 

#hat ye propheſied, And again, Wee knolv in part * 

and Ie propbeſre in part .Now that here it 15 ſa 

to be taken 1n that ſignification, it appearerh 

firſt,in that herretaineth ic among the ordina- 

ry gifts;ſecondly,ip ther he tieth & limiterh 
: It, 
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A jr, to be moderated and ruled by the propor - 


tion of faith:thirdly, in that he commandeth 
the Prophet to abide in that calling:fourthly 
in that immediatly after, he divideth it into 
the office of the Door and Paſtor 2 all 
which, cannot agree with the pifts of fore- 
relling things to come. Fot that is not ordi- 
nary, not alwayes limited, not alwayes to be 
retained , neither is it common to the Do- 
ftor and the Paſtor, therefore it muſt needs 
be thus expounded in this place, as we haue 
faid: ſo that the meaning is ; he whom God 
hath called ſincerely to interpret his word, 
to the profit of his people. Let him abide m 
that function, For albeit that word is wan- 
ting in the Greeke text , yet either that , or 
ſome other of the like force muſt neceſfari- 
ly be underſtood, as the Greek Scholiaſt and 
and other writers do well note. But what 1s 
meant here, by the proportion of faith? T'o 0- 
mit the opinions of men, I take 1t to bee. the 
{ame which the Apoſtle 'before named.” The 
meaſure of faith : and the meaning to be , as 
if he ſhould ſay : hee thar is lawfully called 
by the Church,truly and purely to expound 
the Scriptures to the .edification of the hea < 
rers : let him abide therein according to. the 
proportion or meaſure of his gifts, which are 
given him to occupy and exerciſe in faith: 
for God hath given to ſome more,ſome leſſe 
yea, and ſometimes -bleffeth him that hath 
lefſe, more then him that hath more. There- 
fore every man being called , muſt abide 
rherein, and occupy his proper talent and 
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Ration of his owne flock. VVhereby we 


- 


ife, with all diligence and faith, tothe edi< ? 


may plainely ſee, what a Prophet 1s. A pro-. 
phet 13 a member or Miniſter of the word of 
God, which abideth inthe true and ſincere - 
interpretation thereof ,to the edification of © 
his owne peculiar flocke . So Paul char- 
ett the Biſhops at Epheſus,to doe Atts-20. 

he word tranſlated office, fignifieth hcere: 
all other ordinary functions, beſids the Pas. ' 


MNtour and dofour. In deede it is ſomtimes 


taken in Scripture generally for all Eccle- 
fafticall functions, and ſomtime applied to 


-the ciuil Magiftrate: but that it is not} ſo ta- 


Ken here,it 15 manifeſt by the diſ-juctiuve pro< 
poſition, either of whoſe parts, cannot by as. 
nie rule of reaſon comprehend both, VVher- 
fore as the Prophet hath ro handle the word 
ſo the officer hath to handle not ir,but other 
neceſiarie duties wherein he muſt alſo con- 
tinue with diligence and fidelitie. 

Let vs proceed to the ſcuecrall branches, 
Or he that teachecth on teaching+ Theſe words 
as they ſhewe the office of the DoRour, | 
wherin he mult be continualie occupied, not 
breaking in vpon any other cull or ecclefia« 
ſticall calling:ſo they may teach vs together 
what a true Door and Teacher is, & how 
to define and diftinguiſh him from all other 
miniſtersin the Church. A DoCtor or Tea- 
cher is a Prophet, which trulie, ſoundly and |} 
reuerently expounding rhe Canonicall {crip- 
tures, continueth in teaching true doctrine 
to his own people for theeſtabliſhing of =o: 

| munges 
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mindesin the trueth. If any doubt of the 
erueth hereof, he may as well doubt, of. the 
Scriptures themſelues, out of the which c- 
vefy part thereof is drawen. For the Apoſtle 


here calleth the DoQor a Prophet: and thar 
he mult interpret the Canonical ſcriptures, it 


appeareth:firſt,by the 1. of Pet. 4. Let han thas 


ſpeaketh, ſpeaks as the words of God. 


Secon ecauſe who knoweth nor, that 
the Scriptures are given of the holy Ghoſt, 
. and are ſufficient to teach all erueth, and 
that the Church is built ypon this do» 
etrine > Laſtly, Chriſt ſendeth vs to the 
the Scriptures , which, witneſſe of him, 
and teacheth by them the tructh , and con- 
futeth errours, Therefore the Doctors muſt 
onely expound the Canonicall Scriptures , 
not the Apocripha,or any maus writings. For 
the Lord will haue nothing brought into his 
holy aſlembly, but that which he hath ap- 
pointed. And therefore albeit there were 
great corruption in the Sinagogues of the 
Iewes, yet the hiſtories of the Acts of the A= 
poltles declare,that nothing was read and cx« 
pouded in them but the law & the Prophets, 
not {o much as the Chaldie Paraphraſt. For 
as the prophets mught not in calling the pe@« 
ple together, blow any trumpets but thoſe 
which were made & ſer apart for that purpoſa 
by the commandement of p71 10.23; 
ſo oughr not the miniſters of God to expoiid 
or read openly in the congregation any wWri« 
tings, but onely the Canonicall Sctiprures 
whach the Lord hath ſet and ſanRified 4 
Faat 
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that vſe. That he mult do it properly, putely; * 
& reueretly ,appeareth by Peter before cited; 
he miiſt-ſpeak. as the words of God Paul te. } 
Kifieth that heſpeake as concerning Chriſt as 
of ſinceritie,as of. Godas in the ſight and pre 
ſence of God.2,Cor.2.17.That he muſt bee © 
diligent and continue in teaching, the gene- 
ralllaw proveth it. Laſt of all, that he muſt © 
do it to his own people, the word it ſelfe 
toveth ; for there 15 Aa neceſlary relation 
detween the Teacher and the Learner, the 
Doctor and the-Diſciple. How can hee 
reach except hee haue Diſciples ? how can 
thole be his diſciples, which do neither heare 
kim, norlearneof him? The reaſon why he - 
muſt doe it diligently, ro plant and eſta- 
bliſh bis Diſciples mind in the truth , 1s be- 
cauſe we are very dull to conceiue 8 learn: 
& although lecture be upon lecture, doctrine 
upon dodttrine, here a little and there a little, 
yet we ſhall remaine ignorant, and proceed 
flowly, if the truth bee not ſoundly beatenin 
to our heads. Again, becauſe by this means 
the Paſtor ſhall haue more time 1n exhorting 
and applying his exhortation to the preſent 
neceſlity of the people. Bur 1f any ſay ,is this 
all to teach the truth to his people by ex- 
pounding the Scriptures; Muft hee not alſo 
confurte errours,and ſtop the mouth of thead- 
Yerſarie? No doubt hee muſt. But wee mult 
acknowledge here the wiſdom of the holy 
Ghoſt, which meaneth here by teaching the 
euth, the confutation alſo of errour: for the 
gle of truth is allo the rule of falſehood. For = 
a3 


” 
; 


as the light expelleth darkneſle, fo truth fal- 
ſhood: and who ts better able to confute er- 
rours , then he that knoweth the true mea- 
ning of the word. Thus you ſee what a true 
Teacher is , and wherein his whole funion 
conſiſteth. There remaineth nothing but to 
giue him ſchollers , and to ſet him on worke: 
for as the door muſt cotinue in true,ſound, 
and pure dodttrine : ſo his Schollers muſt 
ſearch diligently (according to the e::awple 
of the noble men inthe Aﬀs 17 )whether his 
doctrine be true or not:whether it be ſounds 
ly 8 purely gathred our of the word or not. 


As hee is reuerently to handle the word , ſo 


they muſt reuerently receiue it, as from. the 
mouth of God. | | 
The next branch or ſpeciall, which Chriſt 
hatch giuen to his church, is the gift of ex- 
hortation, els-where called the Paſtor: who 
as the Teacher 1s occupied about, the reaſo= 
nable part of the minde, therein to plant the 
true knowledge and found doctrine: ſo he is 
occupied about that part, wherein the affe- 
ctions haue their abode, to bring the hart and 
w1ll to continuall obedience of the tructh: 
which is ſo much more neceſſary then the o« 
ther, by how much the Lord is more deligh- 
ted with obedience,then with naked & bars 
Knowledge. The difcription of the Paſtor 
and his office, is this. A Paſtor is a Prophet 
that yponſound doftrinegrounded vponthe 
&ncere interpretation of the Scriptiire, con= 
cinueth 1n exhortation wiſely applied to the 
preſent yſe, neceflitic, and edification of hys 
people, 
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people), and in the adminiſtration of the $4? : 
craments : all the parts whereof may ap- 
peare in this ſort: Doftrine is the ground e« 

very exhortatio not builded thereon is fruit- 
lefle & weak, and vaniſheth away as ſmoke in 
the wind,though it be zealous, yer it is blind 
and without knowledge. As the Scriptures | 
are able to inftrut the Door with all 

knowledge in teaching : ſo the Paſtor in ex- 
Horting , improving and correcting. It is 
certaine that obedience 15 the end of exhor- 
tation,and that faith is the mother of obed1+ 
ence , and-that faith leaneth onely upon the 
VVerd: Rotn.12. Hebrewes, 11.4.7.8.17- 
27.28. Moreoyer the Steward of. the Loray 
houſe, muſt be nor onely faithfull: Luk. 1 2+ 


'41- butalſo wiſe to giue his ſeryants their 


portion in due time. The Lords children 
are not all of one age and firength , and 
therefore their ſpirituall Father muſt feed 
ſome with milke, and ſome with ſtronger 
meat, according to their {eyerall necefi- 
tie. The divider of the VVord muſt cur ic 
a1ght.2,Tim.2.15 . The Paſtor being a lear- 
ned ſcribe,islike the wiſe houſholder which 
hath filled & furniſhed all his treaſure hou- 
ſes withall tore of new and old. Exhortation 
muſt be applied to all eſtates ,high, low,rich, 
poorc,bondand free, learned and unlearned. 
The Paſtor muſt not onely lead his ſhee 
into pleaſant and holeſome Paſtures, bur alſa 
to heal the ſick,to bring home the ſtrayes,ta 
ſtrengthen the weak, Ezechiel 34.4- thatall | 
theſe duties are ro bee done contianalty I 

of 1 | 


4. 


hath called him, 1t is manifeſt by the reaſon 
| before vied: wereſhould the ſhepheard beg 
occupied, but where his ſheepe are; where 


| ſhould the watchman watch, but where his 


cittty and towne 1s? the ſpirituall enemies of 
our {oule are many, ſtrong, mighty, malici< 
ous, vigilant, ſubrill; and full of deceit: the 
ſheepe of the green Paſture, few,weake,fees 
ble, ſimple,;eui!l, vnwiſe: therefore their Kee= 
| perand defender had need alwaics to be a- 
mong them, to kno their waies,to ſeetheir 
going out, and their Eomming in. That hee 
may the better,going before them inal ſound 
doctrine and godlines,keepe them in Chriſt, 
& defend them from their enemes > he muſt 
hearken unto the yoyce of Chrift, Feerl; Red, 
feed, he mult be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, and therefore cantinually abide with 
his flock : which to do,as itis a moſt profitar 
ble duty both for the Paſtor and flock, ſo to 
leaue the flock as many do,and feed & watch 
where they haue no flock,is moſt hurtful ro 
both : & therfore all ſuch roving Paſtors are 
by cords to be tied to their own people. As 
betore,teaching containedthe whole duty of 
the Doctor : fo here exhorting (by a figure) 
fignifiech all rhe duties of a Paſtor. For he ex- 
Horteth the weak ones to take-cdfort by the 
Iweet mercies & promiſes of God:the good he 
exhorts ro gr0cunhs partly by the ftare of Gols 
agents, 8 partly by the lone of his mercies, 
'The wicked he exhorteth to repentance by 
laying before them the -eternall and ſeverg 
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his owne proper place; whereunto the Lord 
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judgements and curſes of God ,and the mul. 
titade and greatneſſe of their fins. So thag 
thoſe are but meanes to wher his exhortati- 
on,that it may pierce and enter in,even tothe 
dividing of the ſoule and the ſpirit. 

Now I beſeech you confider, firttthe wiſe. 
dome and mercy of God, 1a providing for 
the people. Mans ſoule hath two parts, rea. 
ſan or the mind,the heart or the affections.By 
the fall of Adam,there is in the minde,dark. 
nefle and ignorance of the wilt of God:inthe 
heart there is nothiag but rebellion and en. 
mity againſt him: ſo thar the ſcripture hath 
iudged us to be by nature the children of 
darkneſle,and the ſonnes of rebellion. Now 
the Lord in wiiedom and mercy-hath given 
' to his Church, remedies to cure theſe diſea- 
fes. Firſt a Doctor, who by heavenly wiſe- 
dome in interpreting the word, 1s able (the 
ſpiric w orking by his miniſtery) to tranſlate 
us from the kingdom of darknes,to the king- 
dome of light and knowledge : then the Pa. 
ſtor, whom he hath ordained to ſubdue and 
tame the rebellious morions of our hearts, 
and make them obedient to the will & truth 
of God. O the unſpeakeable wiſedome and | 
mercies of God, who to calt down the ſtrong 
holds of ignorance and rebellion, which by 
nature Polieſled our foules , hath given the 
miniſteries of the Paſtor & DotGtor, which þ 
being given of the king of kings, and prince'| 
of princes,in the day of his coronation, when 
he led his enemies in triumph, to ſhew they} 
$he glory of his kingdome , aud lys princely” 
| powe': 
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power;cah neither be thought to be ſmall; 
neither lightly reg:rded, without great dif+ 
honour unto the giyer, who hath not left us 
deſtitute;as we ſee of any gitt neceſſary for 
our ſ{oules health: _ 
He tbat diftributeth,in diſtributing With /im« 
plicity. From the Miniſters of the word, hed 
commeth to the ether oftcers, which haue 
charge eitherof a part of the congregation z 
as Deacons and Attenders upon the ſicke ? 
or of the whole as Elders, ſhewiog that theſe 
as they are divers yifts trom .the other ; ſo 
they are very necefſary in their place and 
roome. The firit is the Deacon, called there 
the diſtributer, whereby appeareth his office 
and fun&tion what it is. Fora Deacon is an 
officer which continveth in diſtributing the 
common liberality of the Church,according 
to the neceſſity of all the poore members 
thereof. The firlt part 15 plaine in-this text, 
that heis a diſtiibuter of che Church goods ; 
appeareth in the 4.0 the ACts,and 6; where 
many brought the price of their Lands and 
houſes which they had ſo1d,8 laid rhe mony' 
at the Apoſtles feer,to be diſtributed ro eye- 
ty man as he hadneed. Now the Apoſtles, 
that they might the better attend unto prea- 
Ching and praying,were upon neceflary cau- 
| ſes fain to giue oyer this charge unto other; 
| Called Deacons, whom the Church ele&ed;as 
itis in As.6, Therefore this is the Deacons 
office, herein he mult be occupied ,to marke 
the neceſlity of the poore;and accordingly to 
diſtribute, VV hereupon it followeth, that he 
| D 3 _ 


$2 CM godly Sermon. | 
— muſt know therfore their eftate,their wealth; | 

their charges , their cuſltome of ſpending, | 
whether it bee much or little, or moderate, 
their trade of Iife, whether they be painful 
or negligent therein : he may diftribure with 
knowledge, wiſedome, iuſtice, fidelirie, fims 
plicity, and without reſpect of perſons. All 
men cannot do this, and it is neceſſary that 
ſome ſhould do it: therefore leſt the childrea 
of God ſhould in beſtowing ther liberality 8 
almes, behaue themſclues diforderedly, ſpils 
ling where they ought to ſpare,and holding 
backe their hands where they ought to be. 
ſow :-it pleaſed our mercifull father, to eaſe 
2 great many, and to lay the burden upon 2 
few faithful wiſe men,full of the holy Ghoſt, 
that all things in the Church might be done. 
orderly and uprightly in the ſight of - God, 
Thus we fee the neceſſity of thele Officers, 
by whoſe labour and godly care, the ſick,the 
ſtrangers, or other Saints, unable co earne 
their owne livings by the ſweat of their 
browes, might be honeſtly maintained by: 
the liberality and bountifulneſiT of their bre- 
thren,unto whom God hath given aboun+« 
dance for the ſupply of their want, in ſuch 
ſort there ſhould beas it was foretold by che 
Prophet, and to bee ſeen 1n the primitiue 
Church no beggar in lirael. 

He that rul:th With diligence. By the Ruler - 
hee meaneth all thoſe that governed the. | 
Church, whereof ſome labour both in word } 
and government, as the Paftors and Do- 
Ctors ; ſome oncly in governement , as the 
we _ Elders 


F 


*; godly Sermon. 53 


Elders called by the common name, as Puxb 


in 1. Timotb.5. 17. Theſe Elders are Church 
officers or Cenſors of manners, who by cor= 
recting and admoniſhing the unruly , and 
encouraging the good, prevented offences , 
and continued in ruling and governing tha 
Church which depended upon them. Their 
office was chiefly in aſfilting the Paſtors and 
Dodtors,in admoniſhing the unruly ſeyeral- 
ly,by comforting the feeble minded, by pre 
venting of offences which otherwiſe might 
ariſe : in ſuſpending the unworthy from the 
Sacraments,in excommunicating of the ob» 


ſtinare, in abſolving the repentant, in or- - 


daining and 1emouing Church officers : fi- 


nally ,in handling and deciding all ſuch mat= 


ters and controverſies in doctrine or maners, 
as belong avd appertaine to Eceleſiaſticalk 
government. 
The proofe of all which particular duties, 
I cannot (for lack of tie) ſtand upon, onely 
I will quote the places of Scripture, Maths 
22.24,25.AMatb.18.17. 1.Tim. 4. 14. Atta 
15.6. & 22. Atts.16. 4. Aﬀts 21. 18. © 
20. 2. And therefore theſe being ſer over 
us 112 matters pertaining unte God , wee 
muſt both acknowledge and obey them , 
with (t1ngular loue and reverence , becauſe 
they watch for our ſoules, 1. Theſſ:5.Þhaue 
much to ſay of the office & neceſlity;of theſe 
offices, how needfull they are for the ſup- 
preſsing of errors, ſchiſmes, ſets, and here= 
hes, for the bridling of the luſt and pride of 
lite, tor the correRting of the unruly,and the 
ces E3 pre2 
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Prefecring ofthe worthy ,and in all wiſdome; 
grauitie, and vprightnes, as lightes to thing 
vnto the Church, thar chey may the clearer 
ſee, how to walk in the waies of the iuſt.But 
along treatiſe is ſcarce'y lafficient for this 
diſcourſe, & my time is almoſt ſpent. I'may 
noc new ſtand ro ſheyy rhe differece between 
all theſe offices, certaine it is, that they are 
divers giftes, and diſtinguiſhed one from a. 
nother.Let men beware how they confound 
thoſe thinges which God hath diſtinguiſhed. 
For the Elder and Deacon { becauſe that 
wil more ſhew their offices )they differ thus: 
the Deacon hee 1s occupicd onely about the 
the poore, the Elder about all: the Deacon 
diſtributeth,the Elder admoniſheth:the dea- 
con obſcrueth the pouertie of the Saints in 
bodilie thinges: the Elder noteth manners, 
and conuerſation:the Deacon ſearcheth how 
the Church goods receiued are ſpent:the El- 
der noteth hawe ceuery one laboureth in his 
owne calling. VVherby it commeth to paſle, 
ghat as the Deacons, can make true report 
to the Church of the ſtate of the pore,ſo the 
Elders of the ſtate of all. By which wiſe go- 
uernment, it would, in part come to pale, 
Which the prOpRees forerell : that the polly- 
ted ſhould haue no paſſare mto the Church, 
#hat no noiſome beaſt bee found there, that the 
redeemer of the Lord may Walke tm peace. Fi- 
nally,the deacons take heed that no idle per- 
ſon benourithed in the company of the pore: 
the Elders care is, to ſee that no vncleane 
paſon remaing in the boſame of the Church, 
EOVPESt SPRRLLY Off Pye CRLQULL whereal 
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whereof redoundeth no ſmall commoditrie, 
both to the Church and Common-yyealth. 

The laſt gift is, the SheIbing of mercre ith 
cheerefullnes. This was the proper office of 
thoſe, which beeing relicued by the Church, 
were apointed to looke ynro the pore which 
were weake and ficke, and the poore ſtran- 
ger, So that a ſhewer of mercie 1s he,or ra- 
ther ſhee( for the companians of iuch as exs 
ecuted this duty,confiſted eſpecially of wid- 
dowes ) which by the' Gougrnours of the 
Church, and conſent of the people, was ap- 
pointed to help the pore impotent, and pare 
ſtrangers in thoſe duties wherein they could 
not well helpe themſelues, hauing neither 
frends nor kinſetolke to help them. A verie 
neceſſaryfundtis ,eſpecially in time of perſe- 
Ccution or grieyous licknes, when the church 
hath many impotent. perſons, in which time 
{uch orderis to be taken, that none of the mt 
bers of Chriſt, for who he hath ſhed his pre- 
cious bloud, periſh for lack of looking te,nor 


- want any attending which they may haue , 


and it 1s meet they ſhould. Theſe miniſters ot 
thepoore,therr age,qualities, office, 8& condi- 
tlons,are declared of Paxyl, 1. Tim. 5. By the 
diligent,continual and cheerful performance 
of thoſe offices, theſe whom the Lord ſee- 
meth to have a ſpeczall and fingular care of, 
( namely the widows and fatherlefle and all 
impotent perſons) ſhould be moſt charitably 
& godlely provided for. The wat of thefe of- 
ficers mercifull companies,is the cauſe of the 
death and paiſhing ofmany a poore farherles 
; E 4 _ childe,: 
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child, impotent p:rſons,and ſicke ones, whe 
are ready often, euen to die in the ſtreets, ag 
I my ſelfe haue ſcene and heard credibly re- 
ported,8 that,as te my griet,ſo to the greag 
infamy of all Chriſtian profeſſors of the Goſs 
pell: a matter thefore of thoſe that bee in 
anthority to be looked vnto. I graunt there 
be many good lawes and ſtatutes enacted for 
the prouiſion of che pore, but we ſe by expe- 
rience, that the Lord will nor bleſſe & giua 
good ſucceſle thereunto. For ( notwithſfan- 
ding theſe ſtatutes) wee haue ſwarmes of 
beggers poore and imporent, till we haue | 
by authoritie eſtabliſhed in euery Congre- 

gation theſe eternall decrees of Chriſt, rou- 
thing the gouernment of his Church. For 
the want ofthis gouernment, as I take in 
hand to. prooue, is the chiefe and principall. 
Cauſe of all the eujls that are perpetuallie in 
our Church . For if it bee demaunded, 

why there is in the land ſuch grofle igno- 

raunce of G O D; Theanſwere 1s at hand, 

wee want Doctors and Teachers. VYhence 

come ſuch ſwarmes of Arheiſtes, Idolaters, 

Papiſts, erronious and hereticall ſeCtaries, 

of the. Family of loue and ſuchlike?there are 

no Doctors to teach, nor Paſtors ta exhorte. 

How commeth 1t to paſſe,that in a Chriſtian 

Church, profeffing newneſle of life, and the 

doctrine of regenerati6,there ſhould be ſuch 

a huge maſſe of old and deteſtable workes,of 

coniuring, witchcraft, ſorcery, charming, 

blaſphemung the holy name of God,ſwearing 

gad fog-{wearing , prophapung of che Lords 
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Saboaths, diſobedience to ſuperiours, tons 
tempt of inferiours: murther, laughter, ro- 
beries, adultery, fornication, couenantbrea- 
kers, falſe-witnefle-bearing,liars, with all o- 
ther kindes of uniuerſall caling one with 
another? Is not the cauſe cuident! wee lacke 
Elders and gouernours of epery congrega- 
tion ro admonilh , corett, ſuſpend and ex- 
comunicare [uch noiſome, hurrfull, and mon- 
ſtrous beaſtes,out of the houſe of God, with- 
out reſpect of perſons. VVhy hauec we ſo ma-« 
ny poore,{o many feeble,and weake readieta 
die amonglt ys? we want deacons and mer- 
ciful men, which ſhould ſaithfully diſtribute 
co the neceſſitie of the Saints, and willingly 
and cheerefully attend ypon the impotent. 
which are ynable to helpe them ſelues. O 
what frujt might be reaped by rheſe ſeuerall 
vocatjaens, if the werey ſet yp & eſtabliſhed 
In cuerie congregation; without all contro- 
perſie the benefices that would redound to 
vs, and this Land thereby are innumerable: 
no tongue can expreſle them. For hereby her 
gratious Maiegſtie and her Honorable coun- 
Jell, might truely know within a ſhort rime 
by name, who and how many enemies they 
are (a very fewe ſubtill hypocrites excepred) 
$0 religion and the Common-wealth. How 
many obſtinate, malicious, and traiterous 
Papiſts , how many Anabaptiſts, Libertins, 
how many of the Family of laue, how many 
Atheiſts, how many vnruly and inordinate 
walkers, which then might bee puniſhed ac- 
cording to thejr faults: whereas pow Arch 

[= SE Oy biſhops, 
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biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-deacons , Comiſſs. 
ries, Officials, haying contrary to the word 


of God , pulled the raines of gre 
from the Elders,ruine and deſtruction is fea- 


red but not auoided. Not one enemy of an 


hundreth; is known of the greater part, and 
ye there be no ſecret enemies then the w1- 
eſt and moſt proyident. can think of. Here- 
by all all the ſecret & miſchieyous deviſes a- 
- her Majeſties royall perſon, agaiaſt re- 
igion, and the whole eſtate, might caſtily be 
_ triea & ſearched our, by the diligent 8 wile 
ſearch of the Elders in every Church: where- 
as now , did not the Lord ſometimes moſt 
wonderfully , for the ſingular care hee hath 
over her Counfell, bring them to light, wee 
ſhould haue been often ere now ſwallowed 
up by theſe ſecret underminings of the 
common peace and ftate. Hereby we ſhould 
know certainly, who be thoſe that ſo prodi- 
pally maintain ſuck as haue been bloudy 


utchers and murtherrs of Gods people, 


remaining as yet enemies to the Goſpell, 
and falſe hearted to her Maieſtic : whereas 
now ſome of them haue ſecurely boaſted (as 
I am able to iuſtifie ) 1udge you of the reſt, 
chat they haue had greater revenewes , be- 
ing Priſoners in the Tower and other pla- 
ces, then when they were Abbots and rich 
Prelats in the land : and yet no man know- 
eth how they come by them, nor of whom 
they receiue them. How much then , think 
you , 15 all that is beſtowed this way in one 
yeare, you may gefle by this annuall receit 


of 
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of ſome one man? Hereby might eaſily in 
time bee prevented all ſecret conſpiracies, 
For what ſoever compiracy were begun in 
any Town or Cittie , tt would cafily in the 
beginning, long betore the flame thereof,be 
eſpied of fuch wiſe and graue men,as now in 
ſome congregations may , and after teaching 
and exhotting,might in many mo be appoin- 
ted : and (uch atrewpts cither by Ecclehaſtt- 
call cenſure,or civill corre(tion of the Magl- 
ſtrate bee altogether quenched : ſo that our 
gracious Prince, her honorable Counſell,and 
the whole land might live in much more ſaf- 
ty and ſecurity, then now they do, and haue. 
greater aſſurance of the merciful proteCtis of 
the Almighty , then now they haue. Hereby 
all godly laws Eccleſiaſticall & ciyill, hould 
either univeiſally be kepr of all, or elſe the 
breakers come under ſuch civill & Eccleſiz- 
ſticall pu nifhments as they ſhould deſerue, 
which were a ſingular mean to breed in the 
hearts of the ſubiects, a pure feare & loue to 
their Prince and other Magiſtrates. VVhereas 
now good Jayes are tranſgrefſed and no man 
accuted:the Lord is not truly worſhipped,the 
Prince of ſome gor in unfaigned ſimplicty re- 
verenced,nor with good will fr6 the hart be- 
loved of them. Finally, hereby the Paſtors and 
DoGtors ſhould, haying a true relation from 
their Seniors , touching the eſtate of their 
flock, bee much more truitfully occupied in 
teaching and exhorting,for they might with 
all knowledge and wiſedom , deliver un- 
to every one that which were fit __ ro 
raW 
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draw himto GOD, and his cternall fat. 
vation. Sceiag therefore that the eſtabliſh. 
Ing this gratious governement of God, will _ 
banniſh and chale away all noiſome beaſts 
out of the Lords vineyard : ſeing it will bee 
Juch a fingular mean to preſerue and main« 
tain the peace and ſecurity of the Common- 
wealth, and all eſtates therein; finally, ſeein 
It maketh very much, both for religion ant 
_godly pollicy , and is a moſt deare friend to 
both, tor the Ioue of your Common- wealth 
& the Church I beſeech you all to entertain 
this Chriſtian goyernment of the Church of _ 
Chriſt , whereof hee humſelfe is the author 
_-and no man. Two things remaine which T 
purpoſe to determine, Firlt, that this govern- 
ment 1s perpetuall: ſecondly, that it is onely 
ſucicient : wherein I cannot for lacke of 
eime belong, and therefore,will briefly ſet 
down the reaſons of bath. 
\ For the firſt, I proue thus, For this ſpe- 
clall commandement , touching the practite 
and cxerciſe of the gifts , beſzdes that it is 
ths commandement of Ged drawn out of 
the generall law : it chargeth all theſe ofi- 
cers £0 abide in their offices , therefore they 
are perpertuall. | 
Secondly , all theſe officers are called here 
the true members of the body of the Church 
eherefore the Church being to endure to the 
comming of Chriſt,theſe alſo muſt be of the 
{fame continuance, except you will ſay, thar 
Chrilt is pleaſed better with a maimed bo 


gy,then a perfeR one, | 
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Thirdly , au! commandeth Timothy to 


Chrift, 1.FTim.6.' ; 
Fourthly, all the things where about they 
are occupied, as the ignorances , and errors 
of the mind,the corruprions of the heart,the 
unrulinefle of men , the poyerty of Sainfts, 
and impotency of the pore,are alwayes to be 
looked unte and cared for. Therfore the offi- 
| ces of God appointed and ordayned for theſe 
purpoles, are perpetuall. HF 
Fiftty , Chrift the King 8& governour of 
his Church, muſt rule it ill the comming of 
himſel!fe by his own offices and lawes , there= 
fore this is perpetuall. ht 
For the ſecond , Firſt wee are comman- 
ded here to content our ſelves with theſe, & 
| to relt in them, therefore theſe are onely (uf 
ficient. | HR 
Secondly, theſe doe make the man and 
Church of God perfect to eyery good work 
as tt is in the 4, to the Eplieſians and elſe* 
where, therefore theſe onely are ſufficient. - 
| Thirdly,if theſe be nat ſufficiet,then Chriſf 
can not be glorified, as perfet govyernour of 
his Church,neither his word is fuch,but that 
ſomething may be added, both which are ab- 
ſurd: therefore they onely are ſufficient : i£ 
not who dare add-a member to that body, 
Which he neither made, nor can make., 

Fourthly , theſe funttions onely are fuffi- 
cient, which haue all the gifts needfull for the 
miniſtery of the word and Sacraments, 
and fox the Governement of the Churches 
uc 


keep this government uvto the comming of 
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Þur all theſe funftions are ſufficient for theſe 
ends: therefore onely theſe are ſufficient, 
 Fiftly,ifany ere new Miniſteties he muſt 
either giue new gifts,or afſure men,that they 
ſhallhaue new gifts of God:but none can do 
thus: therefore theſe onely are ſufficient. 
 Sixtly, if men may add, they may detract: 
bur the ſecond 1s Bale therefore the firſt. 
 Seing then theſe thingsare ſo as hath been 
ſet forth,out of the word of God,that this is 
his order, to w** all ought to bow their backs 
every one keeping his proper place,and none 
intruding upon the right 8 intereſt of ano- 
CO nous things ought to be cut 
off,8& ſuch offices as are fro Antichriſt, ought 
to be abandoned:letus every one in our pla- 
Cces,pray to our God that he will pitty this 
his poore Church,that truth & righteouſnes 
may kiſle each other that his ſcepter may flo+ 
riſh,the ſtif-necks of the obſtinate, and the 
Iran finewes of the rebellious may be bowed 
and broken, to the end theſe confufions that 
appearecuery where:this pompous pride and 
curſed ambition, enemy to all ſincerity, good 
order,and true religion, may ceaſe:and onely 
the glory and victory of Chriſt, our onely 
King, Prophet,and Prieſt, may be eſtabliſhed 
to whom with the Father and the holy Ghoſt 
three perſons and one eternall God, bee all 
praiſe, glory, and honor,now and for cuer, 
Amen. 
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